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Hon. G. Fraser: That you got as far as
you did,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: —tha$ the Presi-
dent did not resirain the member, I forget
who it was, who gave us a lengthy dis-
course on the 40-hour week. I am afraid
I have been equally guilty in discussing it
at this stage,

ITon. 3. Fraser:
more. .

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN: T commend to the
House a reminder given to it by Mr. Craig.
He told ns that the Premiers’ Conference
was convineed that an effective system of
price control was still vitally necessary.
The (‘ommonwealth regulations, about
which I am afraid not many of us know
much, at least have stoed the testing period.
It is said that imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery and I am sure that the
Commonwealth (Government, if it had time
to take note of our deliberations, would
feel much flattered to know that the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia is simply
transplanting what was the Commonwealth
state of affairs into the State sphere,
despite all the arguments which were used
awninst Canberra control during the reecent
referendum.

The provision for the appointment of
three commissioners appeals to me, as both
the pruduesrs and the consumers will have
veprerentation. I am awarve that it will in-
volve the appointment of two more officials.
We have many of them now, so one or twe
more will not make much difference. In
effect, the chairmap of the commissioners wil]
funetion in the same way as the President
nf the Arbitration Court. He will be the
final arbiter, but the public will know that
its views will be expressed by their repre-
sentatives. That, T think, will make for
greater harmony and will give the publie
confidence, as they will know their require-
ments are being attended to. T support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. H. K. Watson, de-
bate adjourned.

Don’t contravene any

House adjourned at 7.15 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PRIVILEGE-~NEWSFAPER
STATEMENT.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [4.32]: On
a question of privilege, 1 desire to draw
the attention of the House ta an artiele that
appeared in the issue of the “Workers Star”
on the 27th August, 1948. In a column
headed “Tintacks” the following appears:—

Electors who went up te Pardiament House
for the dobate on the Prices Bilf couldn’t help
contrasting Parlinmentary wages and conditionn
with that of the average worker.

No speed-up in that joint—members sprawl
in the soft leather armchaire, are allowed to
smoke on the job, and doodle or whisper while
speeches are being made, and when too bored
ean disappear for a drink.

They work a 15-hour week in three days until
lawer in the scasgion. Bat in the most strennous
week, they don’t record 40 honrs, But T haven?t
heard any of them come out agninat the Metul
Trades Employera’ demand for » return to
the 48-hour week for workera.

To say that I take exception to the article
would be an understatement, and 1 think
members on both sides of the House will
eoncur with me. Standing Order 142 reads -

Any memhber complaining to the Houge of a
gtatement in a2 nowspaper as a breach of privi-
lege, shall produce o copy of the paper con-
taining the statement in question, and he pro-
pared to give the name of the printer or pub-
lisher, and alsp submit a substantive motion
declaring the person in question to have been
guiliy of contempt,
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The statement is obviously one of grosg con-
tempt of the House, and although I have not
considered going so far as fo suggest that
the printer and publisher be committed for
contempt, I do wish fo express my strongest
disapproval of the article. I am wondering
whether some form of reprimand could not
be administered {o the printer and publisher
of the paper in question.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any member wish
to address bimself to the matter?

Mzr. Mann: Is the incident closed or may
any member speak?

Mr. SPEAKER. The hon. member may
address the House on the matter.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.33]: I hope
the Government will take some action in
the direction of commifting the printer and
publisher for contempt. The eredit of Par-
liament is a matter of general concern to
the House and we should see that some
action is taken. These are the most con-
temptible remarks ever made against Par-
liament since I have been a member, and I
consider that the whole mafter should be
thoroughly investigated and, if deemed neces-
sary, the offenders be brought to the Bar of
the House.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What eounld you do
if yon brought them to the Bar of the
House?

Mr. MANN: The hon. member, as a former
Speaker of the House, knows that there
must be a penalty that can be imposed when
an offender is brought to the Bar of the
House and adjudged guilty of coniempt.
Members should not take this matter lying
down or tolerate suech filthy propaganda
when we are here for the good of the
conntry.

The Minister for Lands: The article says
that we loli in our seals and smoke. That
is a deliberate lie,

Mr. MANN: Yes, and the same may be
said of the other insinunations regarding the
activities of members. This iz a matter on
which I should like to hear the views of the
Acting Premier. Surely somethm‘g should
be done

Mr. Marshall: On a point of order, the
Standing Order quoted by the member for
Avon states that any member complaining
of & breach of privilege shall submit a sub-
stantive motion declaring the person in ques-
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tion to have been guilty of contempt. That
has not been done, and I respectfully sug-
gest that until it is done, all discussion on
the matter is out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not prevent
other members from moving in that diree-
tion or discussing the matter. If no other
member wishes to speak, we shall pass on
to the next business.

QUESTIONS.
EDUCATION.

(a) ds to Transfer of Maylands Pavilion
to Wanneroo,
Horn. A, A, M. COVERLEY asked the
Minpister for Works:

(1) What was the amonnt estimated by
the department for the transfer of May-
lands sechool pavilion to Wanneroo?

(2) What was the amount paid to the
contractor for this work?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) £390,

(2) £455.

(b) As to Renovations to Highgate School.

Hom. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) What was the amount estimated by
the department for renovations to Highgate
State School?

(2) What was the amount paid to have
the work done by contract?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £3,100.
(2) £2,940.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.

As to Imsurance and Standby Tug for
Tankers.

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Min-
ister for Transport:

(1) Is he aware that the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust always had an insurance policy
against disaster to the harbour and that a
tng was kept standing by day and night
whilst tankers were unloading$

{2} TIs he aware that this practice has been
discontinued ¥

(3) Is he satisfled that thig is in the best
interests of the port?
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’Tbe MINISTER replied:

{1} The Fremantle Harbour Trust is still
covered by insurance to the same extent as
at any previons time. -Prior to 3rd Ang-
ust, 1948, it was the poliecy of the Trust
to engage a tug to stand by under steam
in the harbour at night time duoring
periods when inflammable liquid tankers
were present, owing to the fact that tng
boats were not ordinarily available hetween
6 pm. and 7 am.

(2} and (3) Owing to the great improve-
ments over the years in fire-fighting enuip-
ment and conditions aboard tankers engaged
in the earrying of highly inflammable hiquid,
and the expericnee gained during the war,
this practice is considered no longer neves-
sary.

(OLDMINING.®
As to Inerease in Rail Freights and Fares.

Mr. STYANTS n-ked the Premier:

Beeause of the acote finaneinl position of
the eoldminine industry in this State, and
the added hurden which an inerease in rail-
wav fares and freights will impose npon it,
will hie favourably consider the pustpone-
ment of the application of the increase te
Goldtields areas until such time as the finan-
cial position of the industry improves?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

The inerensed charpes ave to cover in-
erensed opetating eo<ts. including basie wage
adjustments angd similar inereases which
have heen inenrred sinee 1<t July, 1947 only.
The increases will render the readjustment
of charges heaving less heavily in places at
lensr distanees tfrom the coast, but it would
be impracticable to muke any sectional con-
cessions,

RAILWAYS.
As to Purehase of dditional A.S.G.
Engfues.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

IHas the present Government taken any
action with the Commis<ioner of Railways
upon the subject matter eontained in a min-
ute direeted to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways dated the 24th March, 1947, from
the then Premier relative to a recommenda-
tion by the present Commissioner of Rail-
ways and Mechanical Engineer to the then

Government for the purchase of 25 A.S.G.
engines?

The MINISTER replied:

No such minute directed to the Commis-
sioner of Railways can be traced. A “minute
for file" signed by the former Premier and
dated 24th March, 1947, which is on the file,
has received consideration by the Govern-
ment in conjunction with other maiters, anil
the result of such consideration will be an-
nounced in due course.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL.
Ads to Age Limit for Patients.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Health:

{1} Iy there an age limit for patients
seeking admission to Royal Perth Hospital?

(2) If so, what is the limit?

{3} By whom was it determined, and
when ?

{4) 1Is he aware that a number of sick
persons have been rejected?

{7) Does he know that recently a working
man was ordered to hospital by his doector,
and that arranTements were interrupted hy
the hospital when it was learned that the
patient was G4 years old, on the grounds
that yonnzer people required the heds and
ihat admission shonld he sought to a pri-
vate hospital® -

(6) Will he take steps to prevent a reeur-
rence of the ahove?

The MINISTER replied:

{1} Xo.

(2} and (3) Answered by No. 1.

(4}, (7)) amd (6) Specific intformation
woulid he needed to rveply. Eligihility of per-
sons for treatment is determined by the hos-
pital’s medival officers solely on the grounds
of medieal need, and suhject to heds heing
available.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourteenth Day.

Debailg resumed from the previous day.

ME. WILD (Swan) [4.43]: I had litile
or no intention of entering this debate,
hut T desire to do so at this stage in order
to speak on the matter of Communism. I
had hoped that a lead would be given to

T T
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members on this  sabject by the Govern-
ment but to date it has not been forth-
coming, so I propose to speak on two or
three small matters affecting my electorate
and finally to draw certain conclusions con-
cerning the dreadful menace that is ereep-
ing over Australia,

During this session we have had to listen
for hours on end to a tirade of abuse from
members, mostly on the front hench of the
Opposition side of the House, in the course
of which they have given reasons why they
are not oceupying the Treasury hench. Be-
fore T entered Parliament, I heard that
much {ime was wasted on matters of this
kind, but quite frankly I was disappointed
when I came here to find that during de-
bute after debate we had members getting
up with cuttings extracted from various
papers setting out things that had been
said during the election campaign, hut
none of them having anything to do with
the furtheratce of the interests of the
people of Western Australia, to whom we
owe our allegianee when we enter this

Chamber,

Ahout a fortnight ago I listened with
great interest to that portion of the speech
of the Leader of the Opposition which re-
lated to the Food for Britain Appeal and
the utilisation in that connection of a vast
expanse of country in the North-West; but
I thought that he descended from very
magnanimons heights and came down to a
very low level when he commenced- to erifi-
cise this Government for what he consid-
ered to he the very difficult state into which
the finances of Western Australia were
gradually drifting, I think the memories
of members are getting rather short. Not
many weeks ago we had presented to
us the report of the Royal Commissioners
on railways. Having perused that report
on two or three oceasions, T have come to
the conclusion that all members must agree
that, if this Government is faced with a
terrific defieit, a very large proportion of
it is due to the condition of the railways
when the Government toek office. The fault
cannot be laid at the feet of the gentlemen
now oecupying the Treasury bench.

If we look further into the report of the
Royal Commissioners, espeeially that part
dealing with the Midland Junetion Work-
shops, we find that, spread over many years,
requests for assistance have been Te-
peatedly made by the Commissioner of Rail-
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ways and other senior officers in the depart-
ment; but always there has been the same
ery—'‘No money.’”’ The result is that when
this Covernment took office in March of
last year, it assumed control of a railway
system not only financially bankrupt but
absolutely inoperative, In connection with
this matter of rising costs and the financial
position of Western Australia, last session
we had brought before us a little Bill in
which I coneurred and which I think every
memhber supported, to raise the salaries of
members of Parliament, But I did not
hear very many protests from the Opposi-
tion on that oceasion about the terrific f-
nancial drift that was taking place in the
finances of the State.

-We have also heard very mueh eriticism
in reecent months about what this Govern-
ment should have done in connection with
housing. Other members have referred to
statements made in the House and replies
being made by Ministers in the Press. I
agree that if any eriticism is to be offered
to comments coming from the other side of
the House, or vice versa, this is the place
in which that criticism should be made, At
least in that event when remarks are made
the momber making them can look the per-
son to whom they are directed straight in
the eve. .

I suppose that on this side of the House,
1 have heen one of the harshest erities
when it comes to the question of housing,
In our Party room, on every possible acea-
sion, and when I have met Cabinet Minis-
ters, T have complained that we have not
been doing all we should in the interests
of the people of the State in this matter. I
must confess, however, that in the last six
months the Hon. R. B. MecDonald, as Min-
ister for Housing, has made a tremendou:
difference; and irrespeetive of the fignres
published hy the Statistician month hy
month, T am prepared to say that never he-
fore in the 18 months I have been here
have I seen so many building operations
under way.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
been as bad.

Things kave never

Mr. WTTD: In refntation of the ndverse
criticism that has been made, T intend to
quote a few figures concerning the supply
of materials, which I think will be very
much mere relevant than those we receive
coneerning houses completed and houses
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that should be completed. I will refer
first to the number of bricks available,
speaking in thousands., In 1945-46 there
were 24,728; in 1946-47 the figure rose to
37,482 and in 1947-48 to 42,834. The figures
for ceement, in tons, were as follows:—
1945-46, 25,195; 1946-47, 43,575, and in
1947-48, 56,831. For tiles, the figures, in
thousands, were as follows:—1945-46,
3,511; 1946-47, 4,793; and for 1947-48,
6,285. For the first six months of 1945,
timber production was 3,459,351 culrie feet,
and for the second six months 3,618,936.
For the first six months of 1947, it was
3,923,148 cubic feet, and for the second six
months 4,449,343 cnbic feet. I understand
that—as recently as last week—no more
of our basic materials are going into public
works than the 20 per cent. allowed two
years ago.

Where are the bricks, cement, tiles and
timber poing, if not into houses? Mem-
bers know that reecently there have been
many prosecutions of people for erecting

buildings and brick walls without permits.

I can recall many prosecutions that have
been launched recently for offences of that
kind, and T would say that in 1947-48 there
has heen far less illicit building than there
was for many years previously. The figures
show that we are producing up to 40 per
gent. or 50 per cent. more of those basic
materials than we were produeing 12
months ago, though the housing figures that
have been given to members may show
only a slight increase.

If the Deputy Leader of the OQpposition
would accompany me to my electorate one
day, I could show him round and let him see
many people who are gradually building
homes worth £200, £400 or £500, under the
£50 per annum permit scheme, doing the
labonr themselves. He would be surprised to
find how many people there are building
their homes in that way. They are not men-
tioned in the Statistician’s figures that are
placed before the House. Though the prog-
ress in building is far below what I would
tike it to be, I say that since the present
Minister for Housing took over that port-
folio the building of small houses, particu-
larly ountside the metropolitan area, has
increased tenfold.

Mr. Fox: How many of those small
houses, at £50 per anoum, have heen built?
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Mr. WILD:
year.

Mr. Fox: If they cost £500, it would
take ten years to build them, at £50 per
year.

Mr. WILD: To my knowledge, the £50
permiis have been available for twe years.
The hon. member knows that the cost of
labour is at least twice that of the material
used and a man who spends perhaps only
£100 on material may finish up with a
house worth £400 after a couple of years.

I will now bring before the House a
matter that I mentioned last year when
speaking on the Agriculture Estimates. I
refer to the position of poultry farmers in
this State. It may be remembered that last
year there was great econcern in the pooltry
industry when a disease known as laryngo-
tracheitis—which had been unkmown till
then in Western Australia, thongh it had
been prevalent in New South Wales and the
Eastern States generally—suddenly appear-
ed here. At that time, the industry was
thrown into a panic and many men in the
district of the member for Fremantle had
their complete poultry stocks wiped out by
the disease. One man lost 2,500 birds and
several others lost over 1,000 birds each.
There is a small section of the Department
of Agriculture that looks after the poultry
industry but, without easting any aspersions
on the officers concerned, I suggest that
their insk at present in dealing with this
farge and growing industry is far beyond
their resources,

I believe that some two years ago a block
of land at Herdsman’s Lake—approximately
25 acres—was taken over by the Department
of Agriculture to be used for research into
various items, including poultry. I under-
stand that nothing has yet been dong there,
owing to lack of funds. At present, all a
poultry farmer can do is to go to the De-
partment of Agriculture and discuss some
disease that he thinks is affecting his birds.
He can diseuss it with one or two of the
men who deal with his industry but, if he
wighes to ascertain anything about the lay-
ing propensities of hig birds, he must send
them to Muresk, where yearly tests are held
as to the productivity of various breeds.
‘With the shortage of food in Great
Britain making extra demands on this grow-
ing industry, I feel that the Government
should immediately establish the research
station at Herdsman's Lake.

Something over 300 last
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Such action is essential to the industry for
the following reasoms:—TFirstly, the station
should investigate and earry out research
into all types of poultry diseases and the
eradication of poultry pests. Secondly, it
should eonduet laying tests within the metro-
politan area, as this is the locality in which
the majority of the birds are bred and
reared. Thirdly, experiments in feeding
should be earried out as the shortage of bran
and pollard necessitates snbstitute feeding
stuffs being found. The poultry farmer in
Western Auslralia today is experiencing
great difficulty as he eamnot get the correct
foods, bran and pollard, with which to feed
his birds. Day by day men are being forced
out of the industry becamse they cannot—I
mentioned this at length last year—afford to
take prepared mashes at an enhanced price
with which to feed their birds. Apart from
the problem of diseases, this matter should
be investigated immediately. Fourthly, there
should be the initiation of a sound breeding
plan whereby producers ecould purchase
ntility breeding stock through the depart-
ment. That is done in South Australia, Vie-
toria and New South Wales, with great
benefit to the industry.

Experiments in feeding have been carried
on st Werribee in Victoria since 1921, and
the results have proved of great value io the
industry. It may interest members to know
that avian lencosis—it is another name for a
paralysis of poultry—is the caunse of over 50
per cent. of the mortality in birds today, yet
no-one in ustralia, with all the research
stations, has any idea of its cause and, not
knowing the cause, no-one hag any clue as to
how to eradicate it. There are about 40
common diseases of poultry, and of that
number there are few on which the Depart-
ment of Agriculiure can advise pouliry
farmers. I wonld therefore impress on the
Minister representing the Minister for Agri-
culture that the land I have mentioned at
Herdsman's Lake should be utilised imme-
diately, and something done along the lines
I have suggested.

I desire at some length to bring before
the House a matter that is causing grent
concern at present to everyone in Australia.
I refer to the insidious enemy that has crept
among us in recent years—Communism,
During the debate, one or two speakers have
referred to Communism, but I think our at-
titude in this regard is rather like that of
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a man who walks down the street and sees
a house burning furiously inside.  Instead
of hurrying to call the fire brigade, he goes
along, pulls the blinds down, and walks off.
I do not think members of this House, the
people of Western Australia or those of
Australia as n whole need to be told of
this dreadfu] enemy that has shown itself
in our midst and has been growing greater
day by day, particularly in recent months.
The time has come when we must take our
stand.

I intend to trace roughly what is happen-
ing with regard to communists and their
activities in Europe, throughount the British
Empire and even in Australia. At the con-
clusion of my remarks, I shall endeavour
not to be one of those destructive people
that offer eriticism without trying to be eon-
struetive. I trust that in my conclusions,
when I tell the House what I think should
be done, I shall indieate to the people of
this State—I hope it gets to them through
the Press and the radio—the objection we
have—I know all members will agree with
me-~in this the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralita to that foul thine—Communism. If
we are to survive as a demoeratic country,
and if we are to retain the way of life that
has bzen ours for decades, it is up to us as
a Parlinment to take a definite stand. Every-
one knows that, because of lack of coal in
the Eastern States, Broken Hil] Proprietary
Ltd. is ablg to produce only 60 per cent.
of itz maximum output.

Everyone knows that the building of
houses in all the States of the Commonwealth
is held up through the slow strangulation
that is apparent in New South Wales. We
all know that various projects including the
construction of schools, hospitals, railways
and, in fact, everything of major importanece
with which the produection of the Eastern
States 1is associated, are slowly being
strangled, until we have reached the stage
when guch work has practically stopped. I
tell members sitting on the opposite side of
the House that I dissociate myself from
some sentiments that have been expressed
here regarding the Labour Party and com-
munists travelling together. Just as I and
many of us deprecate what we know to be
the weak attitude of the Chifley Labhour Gov-
ernment in Canberra, at least I feel certain
that the leaders of the Labour Party are
gradually waking up fo the faet that every-
thing is not right within their political cemp.



728

Thank goodness, in Western Ausiralia we
have seen in recent weeks, backed up by very
strong pronouncements by the President of
the Arhitration Court, that two or three
unions have already made their stand in the
matter,

Mr. May: Are you yuite sure about your
own party?
Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: I was very pleased to read
the other day the refutation by some gentle-
man at Collie—] eannot remember his name
at the moment—regarding the attitude of
the Collie coalminers to Communism, I say
to members opposite that I hope they will
put some stiffening into their Common-
wealth Eabour Government so that we can,
in the very near future, eradicate this
menace from our midst.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What about trying
that on the Liberal Party?

Mr. Styants: What attitude did they
adopt in 1925¢

Mr. WILD: Members may possibly take
their minds back to 100 years ago when Karl
Marzx sand Engels first presched their
ideology in Queens Hall, London. When I
refer to their ideology, I have no doubt that
members have read the communists’ mani-
festos and other sheets that have been put
ont from year to year and have been posted
up in various places. At the time very little
notice was taken of the matter although
people had heard about the First Inter-
nationsle and the Second Internationale.
Then we heard of the turmoil in Russia
followed by the revolution of 1917. Al-
though I was a small boy at the time, T can
remembeyr how little comment there was on
the fact that a revolution had taken place
in Russia.

As everyone knows, the objeet of the
Bolshevists when they secured control of
Russia, was world revolution, hased on the
use of force. They ridiculed the idea of
Labour Governments and the possibility of
their serving the people, and it was their
poliey to denounce democraey. Ever since
that time the party has been organised on
Russian lines and its policy has changed in
accordance with the nationalist needs of the
party operating in Russia. Little was known
outside that couniry of the activities of the
sommini<ts onhl nat manv veare hefoaras
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the outbreak of war. In faet, I feel
Russia had bardly made her hand felt until
in 1939 she took over by foree Esthonia, Lat- .
via and Lithuania, Then followed the war,
during which Russia was too mnch involved
in being first on one side in 1939, then on
the other in 1940 and hack again in 1941
to where she was in 1939, to worry ahont
the plans that had been prepared for world
conquest prior to the outhreak of hostili-
ties. Its efforts in that direction had to he
curtailed until after the war,

1n 1947 we saw the strong outward surpe
of Communism throngh Poland, Rumania,
Jugostavia, Bulgaria, Albania and lasily
through Hungary. Those countries were
completely dominated by the ecommunists
and early this year we saw that domination
oxtend to Czechoslovakia.  Subsequently
Mongolin was ocenpied by Chinese com-
munist troops. Finland, although an in-
dependent State, is known to be strongly
nnder Russian influence, so that there seoins
to be little doubt in the final analysis that
she is Russian-confrolled. Communist in-
spired guerillas, supported from Albania,
Jugeslavia and Bulgaria, have been operat-
ing in (reece in an endeavour to bring
about the collapse of the Government.
Within the British Empire we have seen in
recent years, due I maintain to communist
influence, the throwing over of what had
taken Britain a decade to build up. In 1947
India became a seething mass of race-hating
people and was granted independence.

Egypt was a protectorate and had been
controlled by Great Britain for many years,
but in 1947 that country was granted in-
dependence, with the exception of the
Sudan, which is still a bone of contention.
Ceylon was granted independence in Feb-
ruary, 1048, and Palestine, which had been
governed by Great Britain under a man-
date, was relinquished from that position
in May of this year. More recently Malaya
has beep granted a limited form of inde-
pendence, Recent events in Malaya have
been such, as members know, that extra
Rritish protection had to be forthcoming
in order to combat the inroads of com-
munist guerillas against the national forces,
As a matter of faet, I understand that al-
ready two brigades, and probably three
brigades, of troops have been sent put from
Frneland to Telieve the situntion in Malayn.
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In addition to that, we have the position
in Burma and Indonesia where in recent
months fighting has broken out, all of which
is without a doubt attributable to the in-
fluence of commupists among the natives.

I next desire to turn to the infiltration
of communists inte Awustralia, Com-
munism had a very slow start in this
country. In faet, it was hardly heard of until
in 1927, J. 8. Garden, who is well known
to certain members of this House, went to
Russia to attend a sehool there for a term
of three years. He returned to form what
is known as the I.W.W. He was associated
with that militant minority and a man who
was prominent in trade union circles at the
time—a person named Orr—was appointed
president of the organisation. It was ap-
parent that the communists had decided at
the ontset to fight and ultimately to control
the coalminers’ ynion in the Eastern S{ates.
Pit top papers were established and roneod
sheets apperred at the pit tops, on the
wharves and in tram sheds. At that stage, up
to and during the depression years, two men
named Teece and Rees were president and
secretary respectively of the Miners’ Fed-
eration. Not long after the infiltration -of
the communists into the union, those two
officials were removed and in 1934 were re-
placed by two others named Nelson and Orr,
the latter of whom, as I mentioned pre-
vionsly, was also president of the militant
winority movement.

In 1936 the presidency of the Sheet Metal
Workers’ Union was taken ower by Tom
Wright who also had returned to Anstralia
after having attended the school in Russia.
These gains merely served as a springboard
for the wholesale invasion of the trade
union movement throughout Australia. In
1930 2 school was formed in Moscow known
as the Karl Marx-Lenin School of Tdeology,
and to it went many prominent trade union-
ists from all over the world for a period
of two years. I shall read to the Honse
the life history of some of those men who
went to that school from Australia and have
since their return to the Commonwealth
taken up positions with the permanent
Communist Party throughout the country.
Some of the men to whom I will refer arc
probably known to members of the Opposi-
tion.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Tell us how you
welcomed Tom Walsh when he returned to
Australia.

Mr. WILD: First of all, there was 2
man named ].iichard Dixon, who is the assis-
tant general secretary of the Communist
Party in Australia. Dixon started his career
as a messenger in the Lithgow post office.
From there he joined the railway service
as n relieving porter and in time was as-
signed to the Sydney parcels office. In
1928 be joined the Communist Party and in
the following year beeame secretary of the
Sydney branch. In 1930 he was handed his
passport and given a free passage to Mos-
cow, where he attended the school. When
he came back to Australia in 1932, he did
not return to his former employment but
became permanently associated with the
Communist Party and from 1934 until the
party was declared an illegal organisation in
1940, he was editor of “The Communist Re-
view.”" Then we have Joe B. Miles, who is
joint secrefary of the Communist Party’s
permanent staff and has held that position
since 1928. Before coming to Australia,
Miles, who was an English socialist, had
worked as a bricklayer, stonemason and
tram conductor. He setiled in Queensland
where he joined the Communist Party in
1920, and first came into prominence as a
member of the Brisbane Labour Council. In
the early thirties, he also attended the school
in Russia and on his return was given charge
of the Communist Party’s headguarters in
Sydney.

Next there is 4 man named L. L. Shar-
key, who joined the Communist Party in
1920 when there were only 300 members of
the organisation. In 1927 he was allocated
to the central committee of the Communist
Party and in 1930 became the editor of the
official organ “The Workers’ Weekly.” He
also studied in Moscow and in 1935 he was
placed on the official pay-roll and became
active in the Miscellaneous Workers” Union.
He is now president of the Communist
Party of Australia. Next there is Jack
Blake., His activities have been mostly con-
fined to Vietoria but he is now attached to
the Sydney headquarters. He also is &
gradunate of the Moscow school. He joined
the Communist Party in 1925, being shortly
afterwards elected secretary of the Lithgow
braneh. On his return from school in Rus-
sin 1n 1922 ke was apvointed bpresident



730

of the Vietorian branch and there estab-
lished “The Workers’ Voice,” later known
s “The Guardian.”

There is Norman Jeffirey. He also gradu-
ated from the I.W.W, and went to Moscow
in 1928. He was appointed organising sec-
retary of the industrial panel in the War
Loans Office under Treasurer Chifley. He
brought many commuaists in as war loan
organisers, where they had. access to indus-
trial plants all over the country. Then we
have W. Orr, who had been seeretary of
the Mirers' Federation during the war and
was placed in eharge of propaganda to speed
np coal production by the Government.
There was probably not a miner in the in-
dustry who did not remember him as leader
of the militant minority movement, as well
as national secretary of that communist
auxibiary, and also editor of the “Red
Leader,” the organ of the militant minority
movement.

Then we have another man who figured
prominently in union ecireles in recent years,
Ernest Thornton. Thornton is a depression
communist, as he says that he was unem-
ployed during that period; but soon after
obtaining work, when things became more
normal, he was appointed seeretary of the
Victorian Communist Party, in 1935. He
was appointed president of the Ironworkers’
Federation in 1940 and since that date has
made a sesond trip as delegate to the World
Tnion of Trade Congress. He was appointed
President of the Australian Council of Trade
Unions in 1846. All of these men—I could
give particulars of many others—went to
the Moseow School of Ideology, to retmrn
to Australia in order to propagate what they
had learnt there. These communists know
that if they ean capture sll the Awustralian
trade unions, they can achieve three objee-
tives. First, they will have access to the
huge annual income in the shape of mem-
bers' contributions, as well as to the acen-
mulated fonds, for the purpose of forward-
ing Communism. Then, through the control
of the unions they planned to dominate the
Labour Governments. By controlling trade
union policy, they could choose their own
time for advancing to their final objective,
which is the forcible overthrow of the Gov-
ernment of Australia.

[Mr. Brand took the Chair.)

Mr, Graham: It seems that they have cap-
fraved tha PAM A alvoandy
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Mr. WILD: A further step forward was
made by the Communist Party in 1943,
when, owing to the rapid onward movement
of the Japanese down through the islands
to New Guinea, it became absolutely neces-
sary that conseription should be enforeed
in Australia, Then, I regret to say, there
was a big sell-ont, when at that famous
A.LP. conference Mr. Curtin was forced,
through these communistic-controlled unions
having the predominance of power, to turn
rvound and, by way of pay-off, give to the
Communist Party a license to operate four
newspapers in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne
and Adclaide; and at the same time to give
them a license for 82 tons of newsprint per
annum. That, I feel, was one of the worst
things that could have happened to Anus-
tralia, However, it was inevitable, There
had to be eonscription and, as I have said,
the Communist Party controlled some of
the major unions in Awustralia. Mr. Curtin
wasg left no alternative eourse but to ac-
quicsee.

Hon, A, H, Panton: Nohe of those rep-
resentatives was present at the conference.
That is a very unfair statement to make,
old man.

The TEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A. H. Panton: It was a very unfair
statement to make and you should prove it
The man is dead and I would ask you to
prove what you say. I’'was present at that
conference and no communists were there.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: When the han on the Com-
munist Party was lifted by the Curtin Gov-
ernment in 1942, one of the first things done
by the party was to purchase the “News-
letter” printery in Sydney for the sum of
£25,000. Then, as soon as the Government
issued the newsprint licenses to the Com-
munist Party for 82 tons of newsprint per
annum, there was immediately set up the
“Tribune,” which is the official organ of
the Communist Party. In addition to the
“Communist Review,” a host of other papers
were put out. Also printed there was the
party literature, most of which is now pub-
lished in Australia, This ranged from
books, including “The Socialist Sixth” by
the Dean of Coanterbury, heavy works by
Karl Marx, besides thousands of pamphlets

thnt vall Qx and memhers fan =ee ih the
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little bookshop in London Court. For the
sale of these books and pamphlets the Com-
munist Party set up a chain of bookshops
throughout Australia. In Sydney they sare
known as the “Pioneer” bookshops. They
are really another guxiliary of the Com-
munist Party.

In Melbourne and Sydney one can go to
some of the fashionable suburbs and there
find these “Pioneer” bookshops selling com-
munistic literature. About the same time,
there appeared in the “Sydney Morning
Hernld” an advertisement for large office
accommodation, approximately 2,000 square
feet, capable of housing fourteen offices.
It is known that Mr. Thornton, who was
then president of the Ironworkers’ Federa-
tion, negotiated for the acqmsition of Adyar
House in Bligh Street, Sydney, at a figure
of £89,000. Owing to tenancy regulations,
however, the party would not have been
able to evict the tenants and so the deal
fell through. Some weeks afterwards, how-
ever, the party acquired the “Green Coupon”
premises in George-street, Sydney. This
was then re-named “Marx House.”

Mr. Styants: Who was the owner that
sold the “Green Coupon” premises to the
party?

Mr. Graham: A good Liberal!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: In 1933-34, it is estimated
that the Miners’ Union and its ancillaries
had a membership in New South Wales of
24,000, while in the jronworkers’ and
munition workers’ unions there were 130,000
at the peak, from whom the annual eoniri-
butions amounted to £150,000. TWith the
amalgamation of these iron trade unionms,
which later embraced the sheet metal trades,
the total membership was brought up to
approximately 250,000 with an inecome of
£500,000. All these were more or Jess under
communistic control. Without doubt, the
Communist Party is the wealthiest political
organisation in Australia, The party now
owns its own premises in the heart of
Sydney and has a large staff of permanent
organisers and its own printing presses. It
publishes five newspapers now, not four ag
formerly, Furthermore, these newspapers
kave little or no advertising space; and, as
everyone knows who has had anything to do
with advertising at all, it is impossible to
make a paper pay its way, let alone make a
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profit, unless there is a large proportion of
advertising to be found in it. In addition to
these newspapers, halls are hired all over
Australin where lectures are given by party
theorists. Dances are held and potential
members are lured to them with free tickets.
In recent years the movements formed by
the Communist Party have been—

The Militant Minority,

Hands off China,

Sheepskins for Russia,

The Young Communist League, now known
as the Eureka League,

Educational Workers’ Association,
New Theatre League,

and many others in the Eastern States
that are not operating in Western Aus-
tralia at the present time. Wherever the
money comes from it certainly dees not come
from the local membership, It is very inter-
esting to recount an interview given by
Stalin to the American Labour Delegation to
Soviet Russia in September, 1927, which was
reported in Vol. II of “Leninism” by Joseph
Stalin on page 8. The question was—

Is any money now being sent to Amerien
to aid either the Ameriecan Communist Party
or the Communist paper '* The Daily Worker''¥
It not, how much do American Communists
remit to the Third International in annual
memhbership fees?

Stalin’s reply was—

If this has reference to the relations hetween
the Communist Party of Ameriea and the Third
International, I must say the Communist Party
of Ameriea most likely pays affiliation dues
40 the Comintern, On the other hand, the
Comintern being the centiral body of the Com-
munist National Movement, we assume renders
assistanee to the Communist Party of America
whenever it is necessary, I do not think there
is anything surprising ¢r exceptional in that.

In New South Wales alone it is estimated
that the Communist Party at present is
spending £150 per week on broadeasting. In
addition, many thousands of pounds are be-
ing spent to propagate the party’s ideology.
Recent events have made it quite clear that
Australian Communism is treasonable, anti-
demoeratie, and destruetive. In sopporb of
this statement one has only to read over the
history of that tragic strike in Queensland,
followed by the imprisonment of some of the
leading communists in recent months. I
wish to denl with another disturbing feature
and I shall quote from “The West Austra-
lian” of the 26th July, 1948. This will show
clearly to the people of Ausiralia that things
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are far from being what they ought to be in
this conntry. The extract rveads—

Canberra, July 25: The United States is re-
fusing to give any atomig researeh details to
Great Britain unless definite assurances are
given that the information will not be handed
on to Australin, it was learnt on reliahle
authority tonight.

Mr, Graham: You know that is a rotten
lie.
Mr. WILD: Continuning

Fear that liakages of vital details may ocenr
through Auvstralinn Communists is believed to
be the reason bebind this condition,

Things have come to a sorry pass when
Amerien will not give any seerets to Great
Britiin becanse Ameriea is afraid that they
will he handed over to Australia owing to
the lact, as the Opposition members and 1
know, that we have communists right here in
our tidst,

A Giroham: That is not true.

My, WILD: In recent weeks T have been
studyinz the attitudes adopted by othey Gov-
ermint= to Communism and from ihis re-
searel 1 have aseertained that in the House
of Conmons on the 15th Mareh, 1948, the
Prinae alinister, the Rt. Haon, C. R. Attlee,
made ;o <tatewent on the employwment of
communists in the Civil Serviee in Great
Britain, and [ will therefore quote extracts
from hi- <peech, all of which can be read by
members of this ouse in Vol. 19, No, 1, of
April, THS8, Journal of the Parliaments of
the Fmvdve, which was recently distributed
to members,  Mr, Attlee said—

There were certain duties of sueh secreey
that the State was not justified in employing
in connestion with them anyone whese relinbility
wau in doubt, Experience, both in  Creat
Rritain and elyewhere, had shown that member-
ship of, and other forms of continuing associa-
tion with, the Communist Party might involve
the arceptunce by the individual of a loyalty
whivh in certain cireumstances conld be inimieal
to the State. It was not suggested that in
matters affceting the security of the State all
those who adhered to the Communist arty
woukl allow themselves to forget their primary
loyalty to the State. But there was no way
of distinguishing sueh people from those who,
if opportunity offered, would he prepared to
cndanger the security of the State in the in-
terests of another power, ‘‘The Government
have, therefore, reached the econelusion,”* Mr.
Attlee stated, ‘‘that the only prudent course
to adopt is ta ensure that ne one who ia known
to he n member of the Communist Pavty, or
to he assoeiated with it in sech a way a3 to
raise legitimate doubts about his or her re-
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liability, is employed in conneetion with work
the nature of which is vital te the security of
the State.”?

It is not known how effective the Govern-
ment's decision in Great Britain has been,
but I recently read in a paper sent to me
from London—a paper known as ‘“The
Record”—that 45 suspected communists and
communist sympathisers had been found in
the British Ministry of Defence snd Supply
Department, and that they had been dealt
with in accordance with Mr, Attlee’s state-
ment in the Ilouse of Commons, In the
United States in 1938 a Congressional com-
mittee was set up to investigate un-American
activitics, s a committec of Congress it
was authorised to summon people to appear
hefore it either to answer allegations or to
give evidence. Amongst the powers of sueh
a commitfee 15 that of naming public ser-
vants guilty of un-American aetivities, With
such power, persens may be diseiplined or
removed permanently from the serviee.
Other action taken against communists in
the United States has been initinted hy vari-
ons (fuvernment departments.

For example, in Getober, 1947, the Depart-
ment of State annonnced that it would dis-
miss instantly any officer or employee deemet
to he a security rvisk, “security risk"” being
Cefined as any person who engages in, sup-
ports or advacatrs treason or subversinn, or
who is a memher of or affiliated with or in
sympalhetic  association with Communist,
Nazi or Faseist Partics, or any other move-
ment =ecking to overthrow the Government
by unconstitutional means. The Uniied
States Army has also heen investigating its
memhers and the members of its administra-
tive organisations, For example on the 27th
February, of this year a number of em-
plovee; were dismissed and others turned
over ta the F.B.I, for further investigation.
The Federal Burean of Investigation is at
present engaged in a systematie check of all
Federal Government employees. To date it
is understood that 85,000 employees have
been sereened, of whom 143 are suspeets and
subject to further investigation. So seriowns
does President Truman consider the 'nenace
of Communism in Europe that on the 17th
Mareh he outlined te Congress three mam
proposals, which were agreed to, to comwat
that evil. Summarised, his three points in
the programme are—

1. Temporary re-introduction of conseription,
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2. Prompt enactment of universal military
training,

3. Speedy completion of action on the Mar-
shall Plan.

In his speech to Congress, deseribing the
Furopean situation, Mr. Truman said that
as long as the menzee threatens the very
existence of democracy the TUnited States
must remain strong enough to support those
European countries which are threatened by
communist control, He said, “We must be
prepared to pay the eost of peace, or as-
suredly we shall pay the price of war"
T'urther strong action was taken in America
when the Taft-Hartley Aet was passed this
vear. That Act specifieally states that ne
nnion may enjoy the privileges of collective
hargnining nnlegs all the union officers con-
cerned sign statements attesting that they
are not communists or communist symps-
thisers., We have also read in recent months,
reports of a far-reaching inquiry that took
place in Canada. This inquiry was insti-
tated in September, 1945, when a Russian
cipher clerk, who had been employed in the
Soviet Embassy at Ottawa said be had ob-
served and heard things which he considered
were not in keeping with what he fhought
to be right, so far as the Canadian
people were coneerned. He revealed in evi-
dence before the Royal Commission the exist-
ence in Canada of a widespread conspiracy
to obiain offieial information, and that such
conspiracy was being conducted by the
Soviet Embassy.

The Royal Commission revealed that money
was being paid out by members of the Soviet
Embassy, who direeted the espionage net-
work, to Canadian agents. I have in recent
weeks read extracts from the Royal Commis-
sion’s report which definitely indicate that
there is a large number of people in pro-
minent positions in Canada found to be as-
sociated with this espionage movement.
Taken at random from the report the follow-
ing persons—and there are many of them—
were found to be implicated :—

Tarael Halperin, Professor of Mathematies,
Queen’s University, Kingston; formerly Major,
Directorate of Artillery,
~ P. Durnford Pemberton Smith, National Re-
senrch Couneil, Ottawa,

Samuel Sol Burman, Insurance Salesman,
formerly Major in Canadian Army,

Major Rogov, Soviet Embassy.
James Scotland Denning, Department of
Munitions and Supply, Ottawa.

[35])
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There ave others: in fact, there is a consider-
able Tist. I have also read in recent weeks,
*reports from the “New Leader,” of New
York, of the 25th March, 1947, of the Soviet
Fifth Column operating in the Canadian
Seamen’s Union. Mr, Pat O"Sullivan, who
kad been president of the Canadian Sea-
men’s Union for the pasi ten years, resigned
in Marzh, 1947, as he was eonvinced that the
interests of organised labour were being sub-
verted by the agents of Communism to their
own ends. Mr, O'Sullivan stated that the
Seamen’s Union, due to communist infiltra-
tion was led hy the latter people com-
pletely from top to bottom. I would like to
ask members: What are we doing abont
Communism it Australia?

Mr. Grahaw: Making silly charges against
the Labour Party!

Mr. Grayden: They are perfectly justi-
fied.

Mr. Groham: You are getting as irre-
sponsible as the member for Middle Swan.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: In reeent months we have
had one of the most shocking strikes in
Australian history. It ocenrred in Queens-
land and eculminated in Mvy. Hanlen, the
Labour Premier of that State, being foreed
jfo put on the statute book emergency leg-
islation to deal with it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do yom remember
when yon fought an election with Tom
Walsh, his jumping on the Union Jack, and
then your accepting him with open arms?

Mr. WILD: My, Hanlon introduced this
legislation to make operative again the rail-
ways which had been on strike, as members
know, for something over 60 days. The pen-
alties in the measure were very severe, but
I think that members on the other side of
the House will agree that Mr. Hanlon, in
the circumstances, could have done nothing
else.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Australian
Labour Party backed him.

Mr, WILD: Also, in Victoria, a few
monthg previously, there was another devas-
tating strike when the railways there were
absolutely paralysed. Mr. Hollway, the
Liberal Premier of that Siate, introduced
legislation to bring the union to its knees
so that the people of Vietoria would not be
victimised by a small section of the com-
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munity—communists—who had at that time
dominated the union,

We have on our statute book in Canberra
the Crimes Act which was referred to last
evening by the member for Beverley. From
a perusal of that legislation I have no
doubt that if the Prime Minister and the
Commonwealth Government were sinecere and
wanted to put this thing down, they have
everything they need in that Aet. T am not
going to read its sections because they are
too long, but if we take Sections 24 (a) and
30 (a) to 30 (j), we find theve is hardly any-
thing in the nature of treasonable activifies
and Communism that would not be covered.

Mr, Graham: Will you tell us something
that the Government might do?

Mr. WILD: In view of the gravity of the
international situation and the vital im-
portance of Australian produetion and
fransport, communist activities can no
longer he tolerated. The diffieulties to be
surmounted in this regard are many.
Although the Communist Party in Australia
is as great a menace to democracy as it is
in any other part of the world, I maintain
it is essential that the question of its sup-
pression he regarded, not with hysteria, as
in America, but calmly and in accordance
with the traditions of British justice.
It may seem paradoxieal to extend the
benefits of democracy to these people, but
it is only by judicial treatment of them
that damage to innocent folk may he
avoided. As I said earlier, I hope to give
to the House what I consider to be con-
struetive thought. To rid us of this men-
ace, firstly, all members must impress apon
Mr. Chifley that he has to invoke the
Crimes Act if need be. It is within his
power to do that.

It i3 of no wse time after time allowing
these people to upset industry right
throughout Australia, in the coalmines,
the meltal industries and on the waterfront.
Other action which should be taken is that
every union official should be made to sign a
declaration to the effeet that he is not a
communist and has no affiliation whatover
with the Communist Party. We have seen
in this State, in recent weeks that two or
three union officials who were asked to do
that and did not aequicsee, were put out of
their jobs. That is the sanest way to attack
the problem. A man cannot possibly—
although one or two in the Queensland Par-

[ASSEMBLY.]

liament have done this—come into thix
House and swear, honestly and conscien-
tiously, that he believes in God, King and
Country, and, at the same time, be a com-
munist. We ecan put these fellows on the
spot. [Either they are communists or they
are not, and if they are they are not game
to come here and make that affirmation.

Mr. Hoar: Do you know that you eannot
get a union registered if you make any refer-
ence to polities?

Mr. WILD: With such a code of appro-
priete law as the Crimes Act and suflicient
force to uphold it, and the suggestion I have
ziven to the House to sec that union officials
are forced to sign a declaration that they are
not communists or have no affiliation with
the Communist Party, there is no reason
why this dreadful menoce eould not he
stamped out of Australia within a few wecks.
It is essential that no half measures be
taken, otherwise there is the ever-present
chance that more red martyrs will be created,
In the attitude that we adopt, particularly
in regard to the fixing of penalties, it should
be remembered that these people preach
bloody revolution, the overthrow of the
State, and its eomplete annthilation as an
executive machine, and the establishment of
a dictatorship, Remembering the methods
that have been used to achieve this state of
affairs elsewhere, such as the Asiatic refine-
ments of torture, and the rape of the Eastern
European democracies, how ean any punish-
ments be too harsh? No matter how harsh,
they cannot equal what the comrades wounld
introduee if they were not checked. I give
ihis to the House in the hope that all mem-
bers, on hoth sides of the Chamber, will ap-
preciate that the day has come—and it is to-
day, nol tomorrow or next weck—when in
the interests of our people and British demo-
eracy, we must toke a stand.

Mr. Graham: Why pick the unions only!

Mx, WILD: If all of us realised our obli-
gations to our country and to our fellow
men and to those thowsands who in this war
and the last gave up their lives in order tn
maintain for yon, Mr, Speaker, and for me,
that freedom we enjoy under the British flag,
then we would accept that responsibility and
stamp out the menace. In order to stem
this debacle, we require the co-operation of
all members. It can be done, and it will e
done, but it will only be achieved by the
united ecfforts of us all, whether we be nn
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the Government er the Opposition side. I
say, and I know every other hon, member
will agree with me, that I never want to see
the day when any other flags are displayed
than those which now hang over Parliament
iounse. We want some red in this flag of
pars and we want some white and blue as
well. Let the red not represent some foreign
ideology, but rather the blood of those men
who gave their lives in order that we all
might continue under the Britisk fag to live
in the peaceful way of life that has been
aur heritage for so long.

HON. A. A. M, COVERLEY (Kimber-
ley) [5.46]: It was onee said by an.emin-
ent politician that if anyone wanted to
divert a controversial or unpalatable sub-
jeet he introduced another, We have had a
ereat display from one or two of the youth-
tul members of the Liberal Party recently,
and it would appear to me that the Liberal
propagandist campaigners have been work-
ing overtime, putting forward something
tor these younger members of the Liberal
Party to say. T am sure these young mem-
hers have been feeling very unecomfortable
when listening to some of the addresses
wxiven by members on this side of the House
in reference to policy and the inactivity of
this (iovernment to put that policy inte
operation,

I do not want to be drawn off the track
un the Address-in-reply hy referving to the
rerrible thing termed Cowmmunism or the
illogical statements made by the youthful
wmember for Middle Swan followed hy—

Mr. Grayden: 1s this going to be another
slea for Communism?

lon. A, A, M. COVERLEY : If the hon.
=miember does not mind waiting until T have
tinished, I will tell him what it is going
to bo.

The Minister for Lands: Endeavour to
%eep vouy youthfnl member for East Perth
viet,

Hom. A, A. M. COVERLEY: T am not
repared to stand up and use in a-loud
vaice, and vepeal again in g loud voier some
of fhe tllogieal arguments submitted. T ecan
snite anderstalil how uncomfortable the
aember for Middle Bwan is at the true
<tatenwent< that have been made in refer-
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ence to the Covernment’s policy and its in.
activily to earry out that policy, We on this
side of the liouse do not intend to be
diverted from what we propose to tell this
(Gavernment ahoutb its inactivity, and the
member for Middle Swan is not going to
lead me astray on that point. He is not
roing to lead the general public astray
cither by his various statements because the
subject of Communism has been flogged to
death, just as mueh as our friend from
Swan flogged the old flag, It has been flog-
ged Lor years and years, long before the
member for Middle Swan ever thought of
entering ’arliament, and the public are get-
ting sick.and tired of that sort of thing.

After listening to the speech of the mem-
ber for Swan 1 think the only contribution
he made on the subject was that every
unionist should he made to sign a pledge,
What a wonderful contribution that is fo-
wards abolishing Communism! Sign d
pledge! Communists will sign anything,
Even the member for Middle Swan signed
a pledge. What did he say 12 months be-
fore signing the pledge of the Liberal
Party ?

Mr. Grayden: We dn the Liberal Party
do not sign any pledges. We are free mem-
bers. .

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: The memn-
her for Swan stated that all unionists
should sign a pledge. Why the union mem-
bers? Why not my friend from Swan? He
knows that there are other people belong-
ing to communistic organisations who do
not belone to unions. There are business
people, medical practitioners and many
other people in all walks of life who belong
to the Communist Party.

Mr. Marshall: Even bank managers.

Mr. Bovell: They ‘eertainly do not.

Mv. SPEAKER: Order! ‘

Hen. A, A, M. COVERLEY: This Gov-
erirnent Kas heen veprimanded from both
sidles of the House for not attempting to
put its poliey and platform pledges into
operation. I intend to follow on those lines
and my first grievanee is that the Govern-
ment protessed a poliey of decentralisation.

Tle Mintster for Lands: You will al-
ways find that a good Government will be
reprimanded,

Heno AL A M. COVERLEY : My friend—
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Hon. A. H. Panton: We must have been
& good Government when the Minister was
ot this side of the Chamber.

Hon. A, A. M. COVERLEY: —the Min-
ister for Ldnds must be doing quite a good
job because he is the one Minister who has
been let off up to date.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is because
he passes the tough jobs over to the Hon-
orary Minister.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Here we
have a Government whiech professes de-
centralisation as a part of its poliey, and if
we examine what it has done up to date we
find that one 6f the most serious erimes it
committed was the introduction of a redis-
tribution of seats Bill. That Biil robbed the
country and the North-West of three seats
and handed them over to the metropolitan
ares. The Bill was passed by this Legisla-
tive Assembly and members supporting the
overnment did not enter any profest. I
would have expected members representing
country distriets at least to have entered
a protest against robbing the outer areas
of Western Australia to the advantage of
the metropolitan area. T make this sugges-
tion tp members from the country, that it
would not matter twopence if, half the sub-
urhan or metropolitan area did not have a
representative i this Chamber—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not be too rongh!

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: —for the
gimple reason that those members do not
ecome into contaet with their constituents as
eountry members do. The city people have
various organisations such as municipal
eonncils and road boards and other or-
ganisations to look after thein inferests,
but what do they have in the outer areas?
They have ne-one to attend to their wants
and put forward their arguments. Country
Perty representatives in particular, and
those Libera]l Parly memhers who represent
country areas, should have joined forees
with some of us on this side of the House,
and entered o protest against the decen-
tralisation policy of this particular Govern-
ment.

There is also the latest introduction of
extra charges on railway freights. Mem-
bers from eonntry areas tell me that the
majority of the increased taxation will
come from the metropolitan and suburban
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trains and buses. The, people from the
back country and the primary producers
are the ones who are really going to pay
the extra taxation.

Hon. E. Nulsen: And the goldmines.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes 1
include them in the people from the back
couniry. They are going to be hit more
heavily by the increased freights and fares
on the railways.

The Attorney General: If is not taxa-
tion.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY : It depends
on the legal interpretation that my friend
the Minister puts upon the word f‘taxa-
tion.”’

The Attorney General:
for service.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Which i
merely another form of collecting tax from
the electors, and the greatest portion of
it will he paid by the electors who live
in the haek countries without the ameni-
ties of the metropolitan and suoburban
areas.

Mr. Brand: The same position probably
applies now.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: S0 I am
very much surprised that members repre-
senting country areas have said nothing
about it up to date and I guess they will
not say anything about it either,

The Minister for Railways: It is a
matter of putting it into State revenue
instead of Chifley’s revenue.

Hon. A, A. M, COVERLEY: Another
matter which I have been waiting te hear
mentioned is that of native affairs. During
the first session of this Parliament I
thought I was going to get some support
{or the natives of Western Australia.
There were at least five bright new mem-
bers who came to light with ideas and com-
mented severely on the Native Affairs De-
pariment of this State. This session there
has not heen a mention of it up to date
and T am wondering what has dampened
their enthusinsm. T do not think there is
any other explanation but that they, were
probably told by the leaders of their re-
speetive parties that this is a forbidden sub-
jeet. The Government was only funning
when it said on the platform that its poliey
was rveform for natives. It has probably

It is payment

.told these new members that they are not

r
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to mention the snbjeet as it was only a
joke and that nothing was meant by it.
Kot a word has been mentioned,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I think the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall will say something
aboat the subject.

Hon. A, A. M. COVERLEY: I do not
think so. He has been told, as well, that
it ig only a joke and probably he has been
warned not to introduce the subjeet in
Pariiament.

Mr. Marshall: What does a Pom. know
about native affairs?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The Pre-
mier and the Deputy Premier made the
stafement on the platform that there
would be reform for natives but that might
mean anything. Of course, they did not
say what it would be, but they kept the
propaganda going through Press state-
ments by the Minister every now and again
until such time as they thought they might
overcome this reform question. The Gov-
ernment misled the publie by making cer-
tain statements in the Press. It formm-
lated 2 policy of Press propaganda 1n
whirh it badly misled the people. In case
the Deputy Speaker takes exception to the
word ‘*misleading’’ I propose to read one
of the Minister’s statements. I am not
xoing to weary the House hy reading the
full eutting from the paper because every
member has vead it and it wounld only be
a repetition, To show how the Govern-
ment misled the people T will quote from
an authority on nafive affaivs. On fhe
23rd August, 1947, the following appeared
in the Press;—

Native Prohlem.—Government’s Attitude

Appreeiated.

The view that the present Government was
showing a better attitude towards the native
problem than its predecessor was expressed by
the Rev. .J. Best at the Anglican Synod during
eonsideration of the report for tha past year
of the Diocesan Board of Missions. Its attitude,
he said, was vastly different from that of the
previous Government. Nevertheless, it must be
kept up to the mark,

T propose to help the gentleman keep it
up to the mark., The misleading state-
ments in the Policy speech and the mis-
leading statements in the Press have con-
fused the people generally as well as mem-
bers of this Chamber. The words to which
I take exception are contained in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, and are as follows:—
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The Government arranged for a compre-
hensivee survey of native institutions and con-
ditions by Mr. F. E. A, Bateman, RM. His
report is a contribution of importance to the
study of vative affairs. The department’s ae-
tivities include the authorisation of an ap-
proved dietary seale in native institutions, the
transfer of the medieal inspeetion of natives
who at the present time arc congregated at
the Moore River Settlement.

Mr, Pateman’s report was recently banded
to the Government and I had the honour
of being presented by the Minister with a
eopy for my perusal. I propose to analyse
portions of the report to show that it is
not a contribntion of importance to the
study of native affairs. The dietary scale
referred to in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
was authorised and in operntion before the
change of Government took place. [ intend
also to say a few words about the recom-
mendation for the change of policy by trans-
ferving the health activities now rxercised
by the Department of Native Affairs to the
Medical and Heerlth Department.

Wken I spoke on the Estimates last ses-
sion, I referred to the appointment of Mr.
Bateman as a eommission of inquiry, and
said that T eould not favour it because it
wounld be only a waste of money and would
lead to delay. I pointed out that all the
information needed was on the files of the
Department of Native Affairs and that ef-
fect eonld be given to the requirements on
one condition, namely, that the (lovernment
was prepared to -find the money. I om-
phasised that no eommission of inquiry
wonld be able to disclose anything that wos
not already known to the department.

The commission was appointed on the
21st July, 1947, und finished on the 4th
June, 1948, at a eost, I should say, of £1,000
or more to the State. The report has bcen
in tte hands of the Government for over
two months and I do not know of any
activity that has resnlicd or anything that
has been done during that time.

Mr. Marshall: Perhaps the Honorary
Minister ean tell us,

The Minister for Railways: You shounld
read the newspapers.

Hon. A, A, M. COVERLEY: T do read
the newspapers.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
read what the Prime Minister said?
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Hon. A. A, M. COYERLEY: The Prime
Minister did not mislead the people of West-
ern JAustralin on this matter. The only
Persons  responsible misleading them
were the two heads of the present Govern-
ment. They did not tell the people that
in certain eventualifies they would do some-
thing; they said, without qualifieation, what
they would do. Consequently, T want to
know when they propose to make a start.
1 have pointed out that although [ have
only five supporters for the natives, they
have been silent so I propese to comply
with the bidding of ihe Rev, Mr. Best, and
endeavour to keep the Government up to
the mark.

Tor

[The Spealer resumed the Chair.)

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: Very necessary,
{00.

Hor. A. A. M. COVERLEY: 1 said on
the Estimates that T was of opinion that
no good purpose could be served by the ap-
pointment of this commission. I repeat that
the commission’s report is of no value either
to the Government or to the natives of this
State. As a matter of faet, it is a worth-
less report in that it is only a copy of
information that is already on the files of
the department and could be read by the
Minister. If he did not have time to read
it, he could have instructed one of his clerks
to enllate the information for him, and then
he would have had exactly what the report
is. I go so far as to say that T hope in
future the name “Bateman’ will be dropped
and that the report will be referred to as
the plagiarist report of 1948,

Mr. Bateman has collated all the infor-
mation on the file and placed it before the
Government as a report. He has dealt with
practically the wheole of the ramifieations,
The first 20 or 30 pages deal with the mis-
sions, and contain several recommendations.
That information wag alresdy available in
the department. The report, in my opinion,
is nothing but a repetition of what was al-
ready known, The commissioner visited the
various missions except one. The one he
did not visit is in the Warburton Ranges
and, in my opinion, that was the most im-
portant one to visit, because it is of recent
origin and deals mainly with full-blooded
adults and children. However, he did not
go there, but made the excuse that it had
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only recently been established and that it
was so inaccessible that he did not think
the cost of visiting it would be warranted.
This mission has not been visited even by
[the Commissioner of Native Affairs or the
Minister, so there is no report upon it in the
department. I make bold to say that this is
the reason why nothing was said abont it in
Mr. Bateman’s repont. '

Turning to the report, I wish to read
some of the recommendations made hy
Mr. Bateman and comment upon them.
They are already covered by regulations
whirh I think the adviser to the rommixs-
sioner must have overlooked. These den)
with missions, their location and how they
are conducted, besides giving a lot of in-
formation that was not pecessary. The
department and the Minister know where
those missions are, their area and the num-
ber of adults and children catered for. Tt
is all on the file, and to put it before the
Minister in this form was a waste of print-
ing and of time. After dealing with the mis-
sions caontrolled by religions organisations,
he coneluded by making the following sug-
gestions:—

With the object of implementing the sugges-
tions ghove maide, I recommend that the Govern-
ment lay down a policy for missions on the
lines referred to nbove, that inereased subsidies
bhe granted to missions conforming with the
Government policy and that all missions he
compelled—

(1) To lodpge with the Commissioner a de-
tailed statement of policy with amrnual reports
ON progress.

That is already in operation,

(2) Advise the Commisgioner of all changes
of staff, disclosing qualifications of new
appointees.

That js already done. N¢ mission may
operate without a permit from the depart-
ment. The regulations stipulate that a mis-
sioner, hefore being granted a permit, must
conform te this condition. Thus the fiest
twa yecommendations are already covered hy
the regulations.

{3) Furnish ta the Commissioner for approval
block plans of the mission and plans of all
buildings thereen.

Of what use would a bloek plan he to the
Minister or to the department? I do not
know. The vast majority of missions are
operating on npative reserves ang zome of
them have a homestead lease, which was
granted to profect their buildings, ete. All



[1 SePTEMBER, 1948.] ]

that information is
department.

(4) Submit to the Commissioner for approval
plans and specifications of all proposed mnew
buildings,

(5) Furnish to the Commissioner annual
financial statements relating to the mission.

(6) Comply with the instructions of the
Commissioner in respect of education, diet,
housing and medical treatment of inmates.

(7) Comply with all other matters necessary

for the purpose of implementing the said
policy.
Compliance with these requirements has been
demanded of the missions that have recently
Heen established, though similar complisnee
is not required of some of the older-estab-
lished missions. Sp that information was of
no use o the Minister, These missions ave
catered for under a regulation which I pro-
pose to read. It appears in Section 68 re-
lating to the establishment of mission sta-
tions and the issue of permits to mission
workers, and Regulation 134 reads—

No mission for the evangelisation of the
natives or for other kindred purpose shall be
established or attempted to be established until
the governing authority, church, or society, or
individual concerned is first in possession of
the authority of the Minister to establish sueh
misgion. Such awvthority shall be in Form No,
21 in the Sehedule, and notification of its issue
and tenor shall be published in the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette.’’

in the office of the

So those recommendations ave of no value.
Provision is already made in the regulations
which have been put into operation in re-
speet to the last few missions established.
I shall revert to this later to show that what
I have stated is correet. On page 23 of the
report, the commissioner, referring to the
Wandering Brook Mission, said—

This mission hag not yet compieted its build-
fng programme and eonsequently has not eom-
menced operations. Nevertheless, 1T feel 1
ghould include particulars concerning it as 1
believe that, when completed, it will be the
finest mission in the State. For practically
the first time, a mission is being established
to a proper plan with a long-term policy in
view. Money is not being stinted and the
building plan provides for good substantial and
adequato institutionnl hoildings, with playing
fields and sporting faecilities.

He =also referred to the Seven Hills Mission
in practically similar terms. My reason for
mentioning these two missions is to show
that the recommendations miade by the
commissioner are already in operation. That
1s the reason why those two missions are on
such.a good foundation. Before either of
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those missions received a permit to start, it
had to comply with the regulations and give
an undertaking to the Commissioner of
Native Affairs that the mission would be
planned on the lines desired.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Hon, A, A, M, COVERLEY: Before tea
I was indicating that in my opinion the re-
port of this comnmission on the native institu-
tions was nothing but a waste of time and
had delayed action by the Government instead
of effect being given to improvements in ac-
cordance with faets which were already
known and which were on the files of the
department. I instanced that the first por-
tion of the report dealt with missions and
certain recommendations were made which I
suggested were already covered under the
Aet and rezulations, and therefore all that
inforn:ation was of no value to the Govern-
ment except that it might want some indica-
tion that the later appointed commissioner
was doing his job. The report emphasised
that the regulations now in existence are up-
to-date and are performing a useful purpose,

The second portion of the report deals
with the Government institutions and a
perusal of this suggests that it follows the
general trend of eriticising the whole of the
Government's decisions without giving any
credit to a department whose work inereased
out of all knowledge during the war. That
mcereased work was due to the fact that many
natives and half-castes were found employ-
ment under industrial eonditions and their
employment had to he supervised and
checked by the department. Apgain, there
were many enlistments which had to be
supervised and controlled by the department.
Following that, ehild endowment was paid
by the Commonwealth Government to a large
section of the native community, and that
meant inereased work for the department be-
cauge the endowment was paid to colonred
persons recommended by the department
which had the supervision of the payments.
The receipt of this money led fo excessive
drinking by natives to whom it was paid.
This also entailed extra work for the depart-
ment,

The department had all this extra work to
do, with no extra finance and with & tem-
porary staff, many of the permanent em-
ployees having enlisted. At one stage the
Commissioner of Native Affairs was left
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with only one permanent senior officer to do
all the work, An exceptionally fine jobh was
done by him and his temporary staff but no
credit has been given for this. Nor hag eredit
been given to the female staff of the depart-
ment in respeet of fraining and finding em-
playment for female half-eastes. The work
done hy this staff has been considerable, and
a number of native girls has heen trained
and provided with employment throughout
the country districts and in the metropolitan
area, The department suffered the loss of
its manoal trainers ot institutions. But
these things were overlocked and much
eriticism of the departmeni oecurred in the
Press during the war; and the commissioner
in my opinion has followed that line without
giving any credit to the depariment which
did snch geod work under the cirenmstances
that prevailed at the time.

The Moore River native settlement has
been given great prominence in the Press in
the last few years, and also in the commis-
sioner’s report. The recommendations of
the rommissioncr are nothing new fo the
department, whose aim it has been to sepa-
rate the notives when a reasonable property
could be purchased to make this possible. A
policy was laid down by the previous admini-
stration for the purchase of a new property
50 that the younger children might be re-
moved from their present surroundings.
Neootiations were placed in the hands of
the saperintendent of the land settlement
scheme, Mr, Fyfe, and the former Agricul-
tural Bank officials and Treasury officials.
Inspections of eertain properties were made
anid information about all this will be found
on the flles. After a trenchant criticism of
the Moore River settlement, the commissioner
states—-

Aa a polier it is not only stupid but also
futile, but it iz enly fai¢ to add that the pre-
sent administration is fully aware of the un-
desirable conditions existing at Moore River
and has advocated a drastic change in the
present palicy.

It the words “present administration” read
“past administration,” it would be much
fairer to the department that has carried the
burden of this place during the war. The
genera] analysis suggests that a new area
should be taken up for the transference of
part of this institution. That recommenda-
fion being already on the files, there is no
need for me to comment any further other
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than to repeat that the report was a waste
of time and money.

In his survey of the institutions, the com-
missioner includes the East Perth Girls'
Home, provision for which had already been
made. A new site for that institotion was
selecled at Vietoria Park—a very nice block
of five aeres. A corner block on the tram-
line was chosen, and it was only a matter of
obtuining finunce to go ahead with the erec-
tion ol huildings. T noticed that there was
a Press stulement by the Minister that this
site had been selected, but T am a liffle con-
cerned about the last paragraph, whicl
reads—

The former Government, he said, had in view
the extension aud re-organisation of native
settlements and institutions, and the present
adminigtration was anxious to make carly pro-
gress in this direction. Aequirel some years
ago, five acres on Albany Highway, about four
mniles south of Perth, would be vousidered as
the site for 4 new native girls’ home to ¥eplace
the home at Fast Perth. An alternative site
for such a home would be a location in the hills.
I hope this Government will not be in-
flunenced to shift the institution to the hills.
There are very good reasons why it should
not be placed there, At Victoria Park, the
mstitution would be a home to which the
native girls on domestic service could return
when they were on holidays. Many of them
come I'rom the country and do not want to
be “parked” in the bills. They desire to be
in the vicinity of the metropolitan area
wherc they ean enjoy some of the amcnifies
offering, in return for the penalty they pay
of being pushed into the back country to do
work on farms. Tt is proposed that tennis
gourts and other similar faeilities shall be
placed on the new site at Victoria Park., So
I hope there will be no endenvour on the
pact of this Governmeni to choose another
site. I know there have been private in-
quiries from people interested in getting
hold of the Vietoria Park site, which iz a
particularly nice one. It is handily situated
to the tram so that girls working in the city
ean go backwards and forwards very casily.

The next portion of the report deals at
some length with wages and conditions and
has special reference to wages paid to
natives in the Kimberley distriet. The
reason given for the recommendation of the
ecommissioner in this regard is that the
system prevailing has been ecriticised in
England, where it has been termed slavery.
I want to tell this Government that it is noth-
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ing of the kind. The pastoralists in the
Kimberleys pay natives not in eash buf in
kind. The natives are muech better off
under that systemm. There is a grave danger
in paying cash to people who do not under-
stand the value of money. The native is a
born gambler; and I am positive that what-
ever extrn money is given to him he will use
either in this way or in the purchase of
drogs. He will drink landanum and other
pain killers in large cuantities, and is fond
of alcoholic liquor, preferring wine fo beer.

There are unscrupulous people who will
provide natives with the things that contri-
bute to secial evils, so long as they ¢an
make money thereby, The Government
should give serions consideration to that
aspect before meddling with something that
will not be to the benefit of the natives, but
to their detriment. The criticism from Eng-
land comes from the Anti-Slavery Society.
The reason for that eriticism is false infor-
mation given to the society by a certain
organisation in Western Australia that has
not always got on very well with the Depart-
ment of Native Affairs. It does not readily
submit to regulation, and naturally it has a
grievance so that when it has the oppor-
tunity to diseredit the department it does so.
This is not a very serious matter, becanse on
more than one oecasion when the Anti-
Slavery Society has written to the Premier
and replies have heen forwarded back to it,
we have heard nothing further of the matter.
The commissioner recommended that the
medieal and health aspects of the natives he
taken over by the Health Department.

Most members know that the Depariment
of Native Affzirs has many hospitals
thronghout the State, in which natives are
cared for by qualified nurses under the
supervision of medical officers. The depart-
ment had a medical officer of its own who
continually made inspections, but we have
now lost his services and the inspections and
advice are looked after by the local medical
officer in the district nearest to the hospital
concerned. The recommendation that all
this work should be taken over hy the Health
Depariment amuses me, becanse that depart-
ment has not been very suecessful in pro-
viding sufficient hospital sececommodation for
the white population. Praectically every
member who has spoken during the debate
has voiced some complaint abount our hospi-
tals and the accommodation for patients,
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overerowding, the necessity for larger build-
ings and so on.

When the Health Department is unable
to give satisfaction to the white population,
how can it he expected to inerease the ameni-
ties for natives? In his report the commis-
sioner suggests that plans must be drawn
up for the Department of Native Affairs by
the Public Works Department. When the
Department of Native Affairs approves of
extensions or improvements, the delay in the
Public Works Department always hinders the
carrying out of the work. When the doctors
and matrons of the hospitals with which 1
am in touch eomplain of conditions, and the
Health Department approves the necessary
extensions, plans, are sent to the IPublic
Works Department for an estimate and for
the drawings to be made, and the same delay
is experienced in the case of hospitals for
white people as with native hospitals. I do
not know what benefit will be bestowed on
native hospitals if they are placed under
the Health Department. In faet, they will
get a worse deal than ever, because when
money is to be spent or work done, prefer-
ence will he given to hospitals for white

people.
The Attorney General: I will not agree
with that.

Hon. A. A. M, COVERLEY: The Gov-
ernment has been on the job for nearly 18
months but has not done anything for the
native population of the State. When speak-
ing to the Estimates last year, I mentioned
the appointment of the commission, which I
said would be a waste of time and wonld
delay action, and that is what happened.
The other point I mentioned was the declar-
ing of prohibited areas in the metropolitan
ares, which did no good. The Government
so far has done nothing for the natives
and, if these rvecommendations are given
effect, the Government will elaim credit for
something that is of no bencfit at all to the
natives, Tf T am foreed to do so, T will
read to the House some of the misleading
propaganda that has so far been put for-
ward.

Again I state that the medical and Lealth
recommendations of the commission wil] not
improve the condition of the natives at all.
If miven effect, they would only mean a
change of control from one department to
another, and the same diffieculties would still
prevail—lack of finnnee and loss of time
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through the Public Works Department, its
draftsmen, engineers and so on. Another
part of the commission’s report refers to the
system of inspection and eriticises the ap-
pointment of some ex-police officers to the
Department of Native Affairs, and the ap-
poiotment of police officers as honorary pro-
tectors of natives. I entirely disagree with
the commissioner. I say that in a general
way the policemen to my knowledge have
been the only friends of the natives. Other
honorary protectors of natives—there are a
hundred of them—have never taken action
against & white man or instituted a prosecu-
tion of any deseription in favour of the
natives,

The only honorary protectors that have
taken such action against white men have
been police officers. That is something in
their favour, If members have read the
daily paper and seen the numbers of eases
recently—and they arve incrcasing—of where
drink has been given to the natives, they
will know that on every oceasion it has heen
a police ofticer who has taken action against
the white people. The commissioner in his
report says that the police offieer is nsually
both the prosecutor and the proteetor. That
is what he has Dheen told by someone who
does not understand the position. There
are very few police stations throughont
Western Australin where there nre not two
policemen stationed, one of whom is the
prosecutor and the other the protector. I
am not prepared to lend myself to the argn-
ment that hecause a policeman is an honor-
ary protector he does not do his job as a
protector of the natives when that duty
falls on him. I am convineed that, in
general, they do a very good job.

The appointment of police officers as in-
spectars of the Native Affatrs Department
was also critirised. T think T am justified
in saying that they have made a suceess of
the job up to date. A police officer is one
who i« usnally {v'ued in approaching
people and in law. He would have a
greater knowledge of the Native Admiuistra-
tion Aet and its regulations than most out-
siders. He 'would also be trained in putting
up o ease in the matter of legal prosecu-
tions; and the conduct of prosecutions in
court takes up a great deal of the time of
an inspector of natives. I am of the opinion
that policemen would make very good
officers in this regard. It is rather amusing
to find that after the commissioner’s eon-
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dempation of policemen as honorary inspec-
tors, he finishes up by saying, “This, of
course, is inevitable in snch a system.
Although it is universally condemned no
satisfactory alternative seems to be ap-
parent.” So, it is more or less a “yes-no"
policy throughout. He next deals with the
education of our natives. He has not told
us anything that the department does not
already know. It is already laid down that
the Hendren enrriculum is the method under
which the natives are to be taught.

The edueation of the natives was handed
over to our Education Department some
years ago, 0 that they are all controlled by
school teachers of that department. They
are taught under the Hendren eurriculum
which was put forward at the Queensland
University some time back. I am unable to
follow the commissioner's reasoning in this
respect. He recommended that a special
native curriculum be used in native schools
on Uovernment settlements and missions.
That is already in operation. I do not
know why he wants to emphasise those
things that are alveady being done, He re-
commends that legislation be enacted to
provide for the removal of neglected native
children from their parents, hy the Commis-
sioner of WNative Affairs, to these institu-
tions, with the right of appeal to a magis-
trate by aggrieved parents, Surely not many
members have forgotien the controversy and
harsh words that were published in the Press
in 1936 when this Aect was amended. It
was criticised from one end of the State to
the other. Various organisations wrote
letters to the Press, to every member of
Parliament and to the Government in ron-
demnation of the measure,

The only difference between what is
already law and what the commissioner has
recommended, is that the recommendations
provide for the right of appeal to n magis-
trate by an aggrieved person, That would
not work very satisfactorily as far as the
department is concerned. The majority of
those shifted hy warrant are children living
in bush camps somewhere in the back coun-
try of the North with full-blooded parents.
Tmagine their having the right of appeal to
a magistrate! Where would the ease be
heard, and, with the lapse of time, what
would happen to the children? It would
not work. I hope the Government gives
serious consideration before making any
move to amend the law in this regard. The
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report contrins & heap of statisties which
have only been copied from the files of the
department. They are of no value either to
the Government or members. The report
also contained a recommendation in regard
to the Sunday Island mission. It was sug-
gested that that mission, being on an island
and barren country, ought to be permitied
to establish itself inland. I do not know
where the commissioner got his information
from, but it is very much out of date.

The Sunday Island mission was permitted
to shift to the mainland a number of years
ago, and it was moved inland to a selected
spot of very good country. It only lasted
12 months because the natives refused to
stop there—they returned to the isiand. The
mission authorities shifted their buildings
and started a garden on the mainland, but
the natives just decided to go back to Sun-
day Island, and that is where they are now.
We find in this report a reecommendation
that the Government give permission to the
people to go inland. 1 do not know where
the information was collected, but it is very
much out of date and very misleading. As
I have already pointed out, the commis-
sioner evidently set himself out to criticise
the administration of the departmeni and
particularly Government institutions.

I consider his eriticism might have been
tempered with some fairness and faects.
There has heen a shortape of permanent
staff, labour, materials and finanee during
the war period of seven or cight years. This
commissioner apparently followed the line
of popularity and eriticised without giving
ful] consideration to the circumstances when
the neglect took place. He makes a recom-
mendation on legislation in the report. The
consideration of that can be left until the
time when the Government introdueces amend-
ing legislation, if it ever does, but I am sure
it will be left in abeyance, like all other
activitics of the Department of Native
AfTairs, T repeat that there will be no ad-
vantage from the Government’s legislation,
and nothing will be gained from this report,
because the only thing lacking in the ad-
ministration of the department is finance.
Until the Government is prepared to spend
£100,000 on a three-year or five-year plan,
the conditions for natives will not improve.
The plans for improvement are already on
the files, and all that is now necessary is for
the Government to carry out its electioneer-

ing promises and provide finanee, and the
department will do the rest.

I do not wish to discuss the subject any
further, but I hope that the Rev. Mr. Best
will be able to see that, although there is &
vast difference in the attitude of the past
and presenf Administrations, he will at least
be able to rely on someone to carry out his
wishes and keep this Government up to the
mark, as he requested.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is an impos-
sible task,

Hon. A. A. M, COVERLEY: I hope that
members who had a burst of enthusiasm in
their first session of Parliament will at least
gortinue to assist and see that something is
done, without blaming the Commonwealth
Government by saying that it would not
supply the money. That is no escuse. There
was no provision or “if” attached to the
promise, and I sincerely hope that the Gov-
ernment’s word will be honoured very
shorlly.

T noticed in the Press quite recently that
the Minister for Works stated that money
is to be expended on the stock routes of
the North-West. I find that the flrst por-
tion of the programme is to take place in
the North-West area. After that job has
been completed, the Minister proposes to
transfer the engineers and plant back to the
extreme North, It seems absurd that this
expenditure is to take place first of all in
the North-West.

The Minister for Works: If the hon.
member has any suggestion that the money
might be Detter employed in some other
direstion, T shall be glad to hear of it.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I suggest
that the Minister is placing the eart hefore
the horse. The movement of catile is taking
place in the extreme North and net in the
lower North., With the appeal for food for
Britain and the interest T know the Govern-
ment has in trying to accede to this request,
T think the Minister might spend the money
in the area where catfle are heing moved.
The more water there is, the better the con-
dition in which the cattle arrive at the meat
works at Broome and Wyndham. That is
where the money should be spent. There is
little movement of sheep today and what
movement there is takes place south of
Broome,»
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The Minister for Works: If the hon.
member cares to discuss the matter with me,
I shall be glad to hear his views.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I shall be
glad to discuss it with the Minister and, if
anything can be done to improve the posi-
tion, I shall be satisfied. That concludes
my remarks.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.5]: 1
would like to preface my remarks by say-
ing that I, with other members, am pleased
to know that the Hoyal Family is to visit
this Staie some time next year. I noticed
with pleasure that the itinerary sets out
a period of 1% hours for Their Majesties
to see the Eastern Goldfields. That is 114
hours from the time of their arrival by
‘plane at Boulder, and its departure for
Perth. While I do net know how much
of the Goiden Mile they are to see, during
that period, it will at least be a sabis-
faction to know thai they will be able
to drive avound the streets of Kalgoorlie
sod Boulder so that their subjects will
be able to get a glimpse of them.

T wish to express regrel at the passing
of two wembers -who hlave graced “this
Chamber by their presence for a great
number of years. I refer to the late Hon.
W. D. Jobnson and our dearly-beloved old
comrade, Arthur Wilson. I first knew
Arthur Wilsen in Collie in 1912 or 1913,
and the opinion I formed of him then has
never altered. He was one of Nature’s
gentlemen and one of those who would
put himself to no end of persomal incon-
venience to do a good turn for any man,
woman or child, and I feel sure that the
pelitical and public life of this State will
be the poorer for his passing.

Dealing with the important matter of
housing, I have been very intcrested in
some of the remarks of certain members
on the Government ~ide of the House as
to how pleased they are with the progress
that has been made in their particular elec-
torates for the provision of honses. I
have a certain amount of admiration for
the hardihood of the Minister in main-
taining, in the faee of information and
the experience of most of the members of
the Honse, that the hounsing position is
quite satfisfactory and that it will rveach
normality in a few years, I remember on
the hustings last year the public were
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promised that it would be a matter of only
12 months. Prior to the Minister leaving
for the Eastern States, he stated that the-
position would be rectified in something
like four years, that it was due to in-
cifiiency, bungling and maladministration
on the part of the Labour Government
that the shortage of housing continued.

I am sorry that the Minister is not here
—I do not suppose he will pay me the
compliment of reading my speech in
‘‘Hansard '’—Dbecause I was going to put
it to hiu that his persistency in stating
that the material is available and that
homes ean be provided for twe and three-
unit families has proved to be a erue] hoax
for thousands of people. T know the Minis.
ter would not do that intentionally, but
people have been buoyed up with the hope
that at least they will be able to get a
home from the Government or a permit
for the material with whieh to ereet a home.

To my mind the position is definitely
worse now than it has been for the past
two or three years, the only difference
being that publicity is not now being given
in the Press to cases of hardship, probably
for political reasons, Nevertheless, those
who are in desperate need of homes ean-
nol be hoaxed all the lime. We know quite
well that even on the figures supplied by
the Government and from our own know-
ledge of the thousands who have made
applieations for homes, the position is still
desperate indeed. According to the answers
given by the Minister to certain members,
there are somthing like 10,000 applicants
for homes and I would say that at a conm-
servative estimate there would be another
10,000 of two and three-unit families who
desire homes bui have not bothered to
make application, knowing that there wasg a
ban on the permits for such families or
that a very small pereentage was being
made available for that class of family.

Then there arve the hundreds who at one
time were optimistic about getting homes
of their own and have now abandoned alt
hope beeause they realise that they eannot
afford to pay the prohibitive costs pre-
vailing today, and so they have not ap-
plied for permits. When I consider all
the factors I have mentioned and the
additional one that there are close on
5,000 marriages annually in this State, and
that at least 3,500 of those eouples would
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be desirous of having homes of their own,
I wonder what exactly is the position.
Where do these newly married couples get
accommodationy Are they living with their
in-laws or living in a room with the use of
a kitchen? In the very small cirele of my
acquaintanees, speaking comparatively to
the whole Staie, I know that a great deal of
domestic discord is being created between
men, wives and families because of the
cramped and pitiful conditions under which
they are living. I do not think it would
be possible to assess the amount of human
unhappiness and misery caused by the de-
plorable conditions and the shortage of
housing generally.

I was particnlarly interested in interjec-
tions made by the members for Middle Swan
and Canning that quite a number of houses
had been built for two-anit families in their
electorates. That is entirely different from
my experienee.

Hon. A. H. Panton: And from anyone
else’s experience.

Mr. STYANTS: T endeavoured to get n
permit for a young man who was sufficiently
enterprising to buy one of the Air Foree
huildings at Geraldton and have it eonveyei
to Kalgoorlie,. He had, I suppose, 75 per
cent. of his requirements and was intend-
ing to marry. He got married, but could
not persuade the State Housing Commis-
sion to grant him a permit. So, when I
hear members on the Government side state
that they are getting on quitec well in the
matter of the provision of homes for two-
unit families in their electorates, I wonder
whether the Minister is adopting a partisan
attitude to his supporters.

The Attorney General: You know very
well that he would not.

Mr. STYANTS: I have a very high
opinion of the Minister and his integrity, and
am rather inclined to think that the mem-
bers for Middle Swan and Camning “exae-
gorated the position rather than that the
Minister was adopting a partisan attitude.

Mr. Fox: T have not heen able to get
one in my constitnency.

Mr. STYANTS: Neither have T. T feel,
ton, that the Commission has a definite bias
against country applieants for permits to
huild, and T do not say that without rea-
son. T asked a question recently about the
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supply of poreelain enamel baths and sinks
to workers’ and war service homes on the
Goldficlds and the metropolitan area. I was
informed that 31 per cent. of the Common-
wealth-State homes in the metropolitan area
were provided with galvanised iron baths
and 88 per cent, on the Eastern Goldfields,
Evidently the Housing Commission is of
opinion that for war service and workers’
homes on the Goldfields, galvanised iron
baths and sinks ave quite sunitable. Only
three porcelain enamel baths and three por-
celain enamel sinks have been used in war
serviee homes and workers’ homes on the
Eastern Goldfields. I think that shows an
amonnt of diserimination that is likely to
cause considerable disscnsion. Certainly it
is not fair. 4

I have had other instances of bias againsi
applications received from the country.
It is quite common for permits to be issned
in the metropolitan area for houses to a
value of £2,000, but if an application were
sent from a couniry distriet for a home of
that value, it would be an odds-on chance
that the Commission would whittle it down.
I have a particular ease in mind fhat I
intend to bring before the notice of the
Minister on his return. A police sergeant
and acting inspector who resides in Kal-
goorlie, has given long service to the com-
munity and is due to retire next year, is
living in police barracks that he will have
to vacale as soon as his service terminates.
He submitted an application for a permit
to huild a house in Busselton so that he
could retire there for the remainder of his
days. I admit that, considering the shortage
of materials, the plans he submitted on the
first occasion were somewhat elaborate, e
had six children, Tour of them boys who
had served in the Forees and fwo girls who
had heen in a veserve industry making uni-
forms, ete, for Servicemen. His object in
making appiication for this elahorate bome
was to provide accommodation for his child-
ren and grandchildren when they visited
him.

The State Iousing Commission told him
the building was too elaborate. 1le then
reduced the size of the home to four emall
rooms, including a kitchen. Onee again the
State Housing Commission, when 1 inter-
viewed it on the matter, said the house was
still too claborate. All that this highly placed
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official was to be entitled to, according to
the Commission, was a three-roomed shack,
because he proposed to build in the country.
That is totally unfair. A man who has
held a high and important position—ser-
geunt of puolice and acting inspector of pol-
ice—ig surcly entitled, on his retirement, to
something  better than =2 three-roomed
weatherboard and asbestos shack. Suelh a
house would not add to the prestige of the
Police ¥oree, and it certainly is not much
for a man who has given 40 years' service to
the State.

The average floor space in a Common-
wealth-State home under the main roof is
about 1,100 or 1,200 square feet. That is
for the metropolitan area and it is the
average. There is no quibbling about grant-
ing a permit for g house of that size in
the metropolitan arca. 1 asked an officer
at the State Housing Commission to tell
me how many square feet there wonld be
in the proposed building of threc rooms
and a kitchen which the Commission deeided
was sullicient for this vetired police offiver.
I was told that it was less than 700 square
feet, aud the Commission thinks that that is
top much! 1 believe there is a bias against
the eountry districts.

I remember that evidence was given be-
fore the Royal (Commission on housing to
the effect that a man who had arrvived here
from the Kastern States got a permit to
build a home costing £3,000, and he got
that permit a few months after he came
to the State, because the house was to
be crected in the metropolitan area, People
in the country are equally entitled to get
a permit to build a £2,000 home. 1 am
hopeful the Minister will
State Hoosing Commission to revise its esti-
mate of what is fair ahd reasonable com-
fort for a man who has held a high official
position, such as that oeenpied by the man I
have mentioned. T do not wish to refer at
any great length to the revelations of the
Roval Commission on housing, except to
say that I was dumbfounded at the partial-
ity shown te people in high places and to
wealthy persons.

I would like the Government to inform
me how many of the recommendations of
the Roval Commissioner have been imple-
mented. 1 believe that at least 75 per cent.
of them were wise, practicable and desir-

persuade the

duction.
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able, but I understand that very few have
heen adopted. I am aware of the dillienlty
in providing sufficient accommodation for
the people, but the Government definitely
promiseidl on the hustings that the people
would get aceommodation. I shall quote
two or three of those promises to show {hat
I do not think the Government should take
exception to eriticism by members of the
Opposition, when we eomplain that, despite
the Government’s promises, it has heen un-
able to provide more accommodation thun
that whirh was made available by the
Labonr Government that it condemned. On
the 22nd January, 1947, at Mt. Hawthorn,
in support of Mr. X. Hard for the State
election, My, Watts said—

That as with railways Western Austenlia
was making progress by going backwards,

(n the 17th Febroary, 1947, at Katanning,
during his Policy Speech, My. Watts suid—-

Solution of the lhousing problem, overlooking
the needs of none.

We will press on with the erection of humes
under agreement with the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment at a rental not exeeeding one-At'th
of the fomily inecome and will gee that an
inercased number of these homes ig alloentel
te country centres.

The Housing Commission will resume home-
building for purchase at the lowest ratew of
interest; ample funds are available for this
purpose; permits to build will be jssued where
only two persons arc to be housed, where kard-
ship is shown. TUrgent steps will be taken to
ingrease the supply of materials and for prompt
transport of goods from the Eastern States
whero necessary so that the permit system can
be done away with,

We are still a long way from giving up
the permit system. On the 18th February,
1947, at Pinjarva, the Premier, during his
Policy Speech, said—

A lousing spead-up with encouragement of
home ownership and a review of the permit
system to help deserving ecases,

The housing position was distressing. The
Commonwealth and State Tabour Governments
by delay and indecision had lamled Western
Australia in a housing erisis of a magnitude
that should not have oeeurred,

At Northam, on the 24th February, 1947,
Mr. Watts, in support of Mr. N, Baxter for
the State eleetion, said—

Both the State and Federal Governments
have n rationing complex, They have preferred
to dole out through permits and boards the
meagre existing supplies, rather than throw
themselves into the task of inereasing pro-
They are in & fair way to ereating
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a uwew sort of depression—one where business
and industry will stagnate—not because people
will have ne money to buy with, but becausa
there will be little or nothing to spend it on.
At Perth, in support of Mr. 8. Perry for
the State election, the Premier said on the
24th February, 1947—I quote from the
newspaper reporf—

Earlier in the evening Mr. McLarty won

applause by saying that the success of the
South Australian Government, led by Mr. Play-
ford, in regard to housing, had been such that
when the new Government was formed here
after 15th March, one of the first things done
would be to find out the rensoms for South
Australin’s success, and hy what means costa
had been kept so low, compared with other
States.
There is no doubt that the Government de-
finitely promised to build homes for the
people.  The people, having read in the
newspapers that all those homes were to be
available, are harassing their members to
kuow why they cannot get homes in their
particular distriets or why & greater share
of materials cannot be allocated for the
purpose. Another matter I have to com-
plain of in conneetion with the Fousing
Commission is this: A wealthy man at
Kalgoorlie, who had 97 per cent. of the
materinls necessary to build a block of
Hats, applied to the State Housing Com-
mission for a permit. The Commission
went completely ouiside its jurisdiction in
suying that the plans did not eonform to
the health regulations or to the require-
ments of the local governing body. The
plan had been passed by the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council within whose boundaries
the block of fluts was ta be erected.

The Commission then passed the plans on
to Dr. Cook to gee whether it econld get him
to condemn the building.  Evidently the
Commission was not too suceessful; but Dr.
Cook did find fault with the plan, He said
that too many people would be living in
the one hlock of flats, and eventually the
applicant reduced the number of flats to
eight. After all this haggling over a period
of months the Commi-sion then said thal.
in it opinion, the necessity for a number
of houses in Kalgoorlie was not evident. T
quickly disillusioned the Commission on
that 1 oint. The msn who intended build-
ing this block of flats is very wealthy and
wans net nrovosivg to erert them for the sake
of gettny much additional income from
them, He was among the class of person
who would be paying the maximum income

tax rate, some 15s. or 16s, in the pound.
The Comuwission said, however, that there
was not & demand for housing accommoda-
tion in Kalgoorlie.

I therefore wrote to the man telling him
what the State Housing Commission
thought about the matter. He immediately
prepared a petition signed by 71 of my
constitnents who were in need of housing
accommodation, asking that permission be
granted for the erection of this bloek of
eight flats. I want it to be borne in mind
that this man had 97 per cent. of the re-
quited materials. All he needed was three
basins, three baths and 1,000 feet of half-
inch water piping. Those 71 people ranged
from couples who intended to get married to
those who were married and had up to
four children. Then the State Housing
Commission wanted to know what the ren-
tal was going to be for each of the flats,
It was told that the rental would be 25s.
furnished, which was a partienlarly mod-
erafe sum for that class of accommodation
on the Goldfields and would have been quiie
suitable for a man with a wife and up to
two children,

The climax eame when, after the appli-
eant had complied with all requirements,
the State Housing Commission sent to the
Town Clerk in Kalgoorlie a letter in which
it wanted to konow whether he would eco-
operate in the seleetion of tenants. The
Commission asked me first whether I
would co-operate, but I declined. The
Town Clerk was prepared to co-operate and
so was the owner of the flats, Then the
Housing Commission adopted the attitude

‘that it would be the sole selector of the

oceupants. That is the dictatorial attitude
frequently taken up hy the Commission, I
am beginning to feel, like the Honorary
Minister, that T have not very pleasant
feeling= towards the State Housing Com-
mission.

T believe that we have assisted, by
appointing that Commission, in huilding
up one of the most dictatorial boards that
have ever existed in this State, and I am
not at all satisfied that the couniry distriets
are getting a fair deal compared with the
metropolitan area. The present Govern-
ment is always preaching decentralisation,
but we will not get decentralisation if we
build eommodious houses in the metropoli-
tam area, like the Commonwealth-State
houses, while people in the country districts
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ave told that they must live in three-roomed
shacks. That is all I have to say on hous-
ing,

The position of the Kalgoorlie Hospital
is not at all good. The intermediate ward
has been closed for two and a half years.
Here is a case of cobwebs, not metaphoric-
ally speaking, but in actual faet.  This
ward, the best appointed in the hospital, has
been closed for over two and a half vears;
and following repeated requests to the Min-
ister for Health, I have been informed that
there is' no prospect of its being re-opened.
Here is no opportunity for the Government
to start scraping off some of the cobwebs
from the intermediate ward and returning
it to service, At present there is only pub-
lic ward aecommodation,

A question I bave raised from time to
time is that of dental attention for old and
.indigent people on the Goldfields. I have
frequently requested that attention should
he given to them comparable to that which
can be obtained at the Perth Dental Insti-
tute. I wounld have liked to see a branch of
that institute opened on the Goldfields; but
I realise there is a fairly logieal objection to
that, in that the Perth Dental Institute is
primarily for the purpose of training dental
apprenfiees, and to establish a hraneh in
Kalgoorlic would mean ecreating another
staff there. Until ghout 12 months ago, on
the Eastern Goldfields, members of the Aus-
fralian Dental Association performed a
great amonnt of honorary work for these
people at the (lovernment hospital. But
because of the fact that eevtain fees were
payable to the Perth Dental Hospital the
members of that association decided they
would no longer continmne that honorary
work. 1 mm pgiven to understand by the
Minister that they demanded full rates for
work done for these old people.

It is true that a railway pass is available
to old-age pensioners or indigent people to
come to Perth in order to obfain treatment at
the Dental Institute; but, when a number of
extractions are necessary and dental plates
have to he provided, it is necessary for the
people concerned to stay in the metropolitan
area for two or three months, and these old
folk are nof able to do that. So at present
no treatment is available exeept for those
who are patients in the hospital. The Gold-
fields branch of the Australian Tental Asso-
ciation has expressed willingness to do any
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work for in-patients suffering pain as a result
of dental troubles. In Kalgoorlie and Boulder
there is a population of something like
25,000 people in an area of three or four
square miles. In sueh circumstances I think
the Government eould easily provide free
dental treatment approaching that given to
people in the metropolitan area. It seems
to me that not only on the Eastern Gold-
fields but in country districts generally
prople are nof given the same seyvice by
government departments that is received by
people in the metropolitan area.

I want o refer to the late running of
trains te Kalgoorlie—particularly passenger
trains, and to a great exteni goods traims.
This late running is totally disorganising
the commercial and business life of the town.
It is quite a common occurrence for the
express trains to arrive two, two and a half,
and three hours late. Sometimes they
arrive six hours late. When the express is
notified as being on time, it is something
that is commented upon over the broadeast-
ing stations on the Eastern Goldfields.
When mails arrive two or three hours late
and also goods trains—particularly those
with perishable commodities on hoard—the
whole of the commerecial life of the eom-
munity is disorganised and_ everything is
thrown out of balance. I know it is a popu-
lar thing to blame the locomotives, but we
had a lot of late running trains prior to the
last 12 or 18 months, 1 know, from travel-
ling on the trairs and from conversations
with the drivers at the Kalgoorlie end, thot
late runnine is frequently not ecaused by
any engine failure. On the contrary, the
enginemen make up a eonsiderable amount
of time between Southern Cross and Kal-
goorlie heeanse there are few stops.

The Railway Department notified last
Thursday morning that the Westland was
one hour nnd forty-four minutes late out
of Southern Cross. When the driver got to
Kalgoorlic an hour late he told me he had
made up most of the delay by the time he
reached Bullabulling, which is 44 miles
from Kalgoorlie. Members know that there
“is @n electric staff system, which is the safe-
working system of the railways. The sec-
tion from Bullabulling to Bali takes
21 minutes to cover by express train. The
driver told me that his express, the West-
land, was held for 32 minates at Balla-
bulling while waiting for o train to elear n
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21 minote section. He said that he then
proceeded for five or six miles to Cool-
gardie. The Westland is not schednled to
stop at Coolgardie at all, but he was
blocked there for ancther 18 minujes while
waiting for a train that was either shunt-
ing or in the section ahead of him.

It is not only the locomotives that break
down; there seems {o be carelessness on the
part of the administration of the system.
In addition, where the time-table allowance
is a minute for stopping at these stations,
it is frequently exceeded. I suggest to
members who travel on this line that they
time the stops and see how often the minute
is extended to two and three minutes. If
they multiply the additional minutes by the
30 or 40 stations hetween Northam and Kal-
goorlie they will get some idea of why the
trains run late. Of course, the locomotives
do break down. They were worked thread-
bare during the war, and they sometimes
fail, hut that is incidental to any eclass of
machinery. Quite a lot of blame is attrib-
uted to locomotive failure when the loco-
motives are not at fault at all. It is very
rarely that an engine loses time so that it
gets in half an bour or an hour late, That

is generally found to he due to {iraffie
causes.
The condition of the central school in

Kalgoorlie is very poor. Some of the rooms
are badly lighted and, of course, the building
needs to he completely renovated. A lot of
work should be done on the outside of it,
and estimates approaching some thousands
of pounds have heen submitted to the
department. But the Minister always says
he is nof able to get the loeal -contractors
to tender. T made some inquiries and found
there was a certain amount of justifieation
for what he said. I believe, however, that
the Government has the remedy in its own
hands. Beeanse there is such a lot of pri-
vate work with less supervision, there are
some contractors who are loth to tender for
(tovernment jobs where they get striet super-
vision and, perhaps, a lesser margin of profit.

Now, the State Housing Commission is
a government instrumentality funetioning
under the direction of a Minister, and T
suggest that if these contractors will not
submit a tender for at least some of the
government work that is offering, then their
supplies of materials should be held up by
the Housing Commission. I made this sug-
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gestion to the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council,
and it created quite a stir as far as the
contractors were concerned. I do not want
it thought that all the econtractors -come
within that eategory, but some of them will
not tender for government work. They
make all kinds of exeuses. They say there
is too much supervision and that they are
not allowed to substitute materials when
those stated in the specifications are not
available. TFrom making inquiries of the
Public Works Department supervisor, I am
satisfied that those are excuses and not ex-
planations for not tendering for Government
work.

As far as the goldmining industry is con-
cerned, I, as usunal, do not know anything
about it first-hand. The Chamber of Mines
never consults the goldfields members. It
by-passes and eompletely ignores us as far
as the requirements of the goldmining in-
dustry is concerned. It has direct access to
the, Minister—not only this Minister for
Mines, but each onc ever singe I have been
the member for Kalgoorlie, a period of 13
vears—so I have no first-hand information
of the position of the goldmining industry.
I have read some interesting and inform-
ative artieles on the subjeet.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member resame his seat for a woment?
There is a conference in progress on the
eross benches on "the Gtovernment side. It
has been going on for far too long. The
hon. member may proceed.

Mr. STYANTS: We goldfields members
do not know whether these articles are in-
spired by the Chamber of Mines, or where
they come from, but we do know that we are
not taken into the confidence of the Cham-
ber. Whilst we read that the financial posi-
tion of the mines is parlous, we do not
know whether that is a fact or not. I
would say as an observer, however, that the
margin of profit on the mines—if they show
6 profit—must be much smaller now than
pre-war because of the tremendous increases
that have taken place in their costs. Those
increases do not ocenr so much in wages
as in the cost of the commodities necessary
to earry on the industry. The wages, par-
tieularly of the contract men, are at the
same rate now as pre-war., What T am
afraid of is that if the position, as it is
shown in these articles in the Press, iz that
the industry is working on a, very small
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margin of profit, then the increase in fares
and freights will just about push it over the
brink inte insolveney.

There js not the slightest doubt that an
inerease in fares and freigbts will inevitably
bring about an increase in the cost of living
on t¥e Goldfields which will be followed by
an inerease in the basie wage. Not only will
that impose an additional burden on the
mining industry, but there will, of course,
he the increased rates on the commodities
that the miners require for their own use.
This is where the Government could show
that it is really anxious and willing to assist
the industry. Despite the Acting Premier’s
answer to my question in connection with
the postponement of the application of the
inerease in fares and freights to the Gold-
fields, that it would be impracticable, I do
not think it would be at all. I see no Qiffi-
culty in the matter.

1 know the Dremier is fully scized with
the importanee of keeping this indusiry go-
ing at full pressure beeause he has put up
strung cases to the Commenwealth Govern-
ment for assistance, and that Governmeni
has decided to help in a limited way, While

not giving a straight-out subsidy on all gold

produced, it is prepared to assist in other
direvtions, particnlarly in the case of three
mines on the Golden Mile and, I under-
stand, a couple of others on the Murchison
field. Dt this is wheve the State Govern-
ment coull assist: Tt might only be a mat-
ter of six or twelve months until America,
or the nations that are signatories to the
Bretton-Woods agrecment, will consent to
an inerease in the priee of gold.

The trouhle with the goldmining indns-
try is that, although eosts have risen enor-
mously sinee before the war, the price reo-
ceived for the metal is at world parity
and is fixed by the conditions of the Bret-
ton-Woods agreement. I was interested
to hear the Minister for the TInterior—
the Federal member for Kalgoorlie—in
a discussion on that matter in Kalgoorlie
reeently, He put up good reasons why
the Commonwezlth Government ecannot
subsidise outright the production of gold.
America has made it clear that it will
not purchase any gold that has been
produced with the assistance of a subsidy.
Mr. Johnson informed his aundience that
Canada, which recently did pay a subsidy
on the production of gold, kad been brought
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to heel, and had now decided to discontinue
the subsidy under the conditions of the
Bretton-Woods agreement. Another direc-
tion in which this State eounld assist the
mining industry would be through a re-
dunction in water charges. The average
cost of water to the mining indusiry is
about 5s. 1d. per thousand gallons. Excess
water is charged to householders at 2s. 6d.
per thousand gallons and market garden-
ers are charged 2s. per thousand.

It would appear that, to assist the gold-
mining industry to survive the difficult
period through which it is now passing,
the State Government might reduce the
water charges until such time as the finan-
cial stringency has eased. I am particularly
impressed with the disabilities that people
live and labour under, not only on the
Goldfields but in country areas generally.

I read with dismay that there is to be
a further reduction by the Commonwealth
Government of the petrol ration. T do not
know whether members have given much
thought to the disabilities of people living
on the Goldficlds as compared with those
residing in {he metropelitan area, partien-
larly in the matter of their annual leave.
When there were no restrictions on petrol,
the car-owner on the Goldticlds—a large
number of them have their own ecars—
could buy sufficient petrol to bring his wife
and family to the metropolitan area or
still further afield to & senside resort, such
ag Bunbury, Albany or Busselton.

For a number of years past, however,
unless iwo or three were prepared to pool
their petrol, they have had no prospeet of
getting even from Kalzoorlie to Perth on
the amonnt of fuel available to them. They
are at the addifional disadvantage of hav-
ing to put their cars on blocks and—in
the case of a man with a wife and three
or four children—of having to pay per-
haps £20 to get to the metropolitan area.
Having done that, they then commence
their annual leave on the same basis as
those who reside in the metropolitan area.
They suffer so mapy other disabilities for
which they do not receive consideration that
I sometimes wonder—particularly in sum-
mer on a hot and dusty day—why any
people reside in outback distriets gt all;
why they do not come to the metropolitan
aren where all the amenities are provided
and where they would be better off finan-
cially,

H
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I anticipate that members will have an
opportunity to discuss the railways at a
Iater stage in the session, but there are
some points to which I would draw the
attention of the Minister and which I think
might be dealt with to the finaneial better-
ment and smoother running of the rail-
ways if action can be taken in the mear
future. I am sorry that the Chief Mechani-
cal KEngineer has left the Stote on a mis-
sion to England to supervise the construe-
tion of o number of engines, hecause my
remarks will be a criticism of his manage-
ment of the loecomotive position in this
State. The Cyclone spark-arrester was
originally an American invention, and from
what I ean find out from those associated
with the first test done here, the engine
steamed fairly well, but the spark-arrester
was not perfect. It was decided to put two
or three extra vanes into the device, and
it then beeame not only a spark-arrester,
but a train-arrester, as the engine would
not steam.

I have seen along the track engines that
previcusly steamed freely, but that, when
they had these eontraptions on them, would
not steam, and therefore lost three or four
hours hetween Kalgoorlie and Mervedin,
as was horne out by the statements of the
drivers and crews. Some of the engines
still steam well when fitte¢d with the
Cyelone spark-arrester, which is not really
a spark-arrester but a spark-deadener. The
ereat objection of the enginemen to this
device, apari from the faet that it inter-
feres with the steaming qualitics of the
loromotive, is that it agitates the sparks
round dead plates until the spark dies out
of the einder, which is then carried up the
funnel and, instead of being carried clear,
as is the case with the ILD.I). spark-
arrester, just elears the fumnel and comes
down on the driver and fireman. They
fear that in ten vears’ time no man new
on the footplate will be able to pass the
evesight fest, owing to the irritating effect
of the einders.

T rode on one such engine from Baila-
bulling to Coolgardie. ‘When the regulator
is shut off, it is impossible to look out
of the eab lheecause of the einders coming
down in a shower. They seriously inter-
fore with the erew whose eves, noses,
mouths and cars hecome filled with them,
The men have a distinet objeetion to that,
In the last three or four days T have heen

Il

informed that a method is being adopted
to make the engines steam when fitted
with the Cyclone spark-arrester. Before
the eflicieney of the device was thoroughly
tesied and proved, 100 sets were purchased.
I do not know how much they cost, but
from looking at them I would say it was
probably a considerable sum. They ean
now be seen in a row at the East Perth
running-sheds, it having been discovered
that they are not a suecess. Many of the
engines had the box or H.D.D. spark-
arresters taken out of them.

It is a two days’ job for a hoilermaker and
his assistant to replace each of those arrest-
ers. As the wheat season will commence very
soon, I do not know what will be the posi-
tion regarding spark-arresting applianees
on engzines in the wheat distrigts. Those
responsible showed lack of business acu-
men, or impetuousness, in purchasing 100
Cyclone spark-arvesters before they had
been fully tested and found efficient. In
the last two or three days I have been told
of o deviee—I understand it is very crude
—to make engines steam when fitted with
Cyclone spark-arresters. The method is one
which restriets the area of the exhaust pipe
of the locomotive. When I was a young
fireman, that was known as “jimmying” an
engine, and was strietly forbidden by the
department, hecanse the engine has a
scientifically designed exhaust pipe built to
clear the cylinders of the whole of the ex-
haust steam before the intake of live steam
at the end of the valve's travel,

1 have always been told that if the size
of the exhaust is restrieted it creates hack
pressure on the cylinders because the ex-
haust steam is not cleaned out before the
live steam eomes in. It is proposed to re-
duce the size of the exhaust pipe on the
engines and they will then steam. I know
when we were sent out to do a job for two
or three weeks without supervision we used
to put a jimmy in some of the engines, and
it is an old-established fact that if the ex-
haust cavity is reduced by any means the
engine will steam. Just what effect it will
have on the driving mechanism or the lovo-
motive driving boxes, vods and big ends,
I do not know. On looking at some of the
experiments that have been made over the
last 18 months, I would not be surprised
at the engineers attempting anything.
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1 want to refer to & costly experiment
which was carried out on the aunthority of
the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr. Mills.
A saturated engine is one where steam
comes off at 212 degrees I. and passes
straight into the internal steam pipe,
and then down to the cylinders. In a sys-
tem of superheating the steam is taken
through a series of tubes known as super-
heated elements, then through plain tubes
and heated up to about 750 degrees ¥,
and because of the infense heat to which
these superheated elements are subjected
when the regulator is shut off, a circulating
valve is put on. When the regulator is
shut off a certain amount of steam is still
allowed through to stop the pipes from
burning out. For reasons best known to
himself Mr. Mills removed the cireulating
valve. The mechanics and the enginemen
telt me that this has heen the cause of in-
numerable burat-oui elements, and engines
lying idle for long periods.

I bave seen an engine with the circulating
valve removed and the superheated header
was almost completely burnt out of the
engine. I am satisfied that if' an investiga-
tion were made it would bhe found that
thousands of hours of locomotive power
have been lost to the State bhecause of the
removal of the eirculating valves from super-
heated engines. T have made inquiries all
over Australia as to the means of getting
steam to cireulate through the elements
when the regulator is shut off, In New
South Wales they have a new G. 38 cngine
which has a system known as the cracked
regulator. That is an attachment made from
the eylinder to a tie rod and the driver has
to keep his regulator open to such an extent
that the steam will cirenlate through the
valve to prevent burning out, The Trans-
Australian Railways have a device which
has the same cffect, but instead of a
vegister on a dial in front of the driver
there is o fierce shrieking whiste which
{akes place in the cab if the driver is
not opening the regulator sufficiently lo
keep the vaeuum from forming in the. eyl-
inder, ond to prevent the superheated
elements from being affeeted.

T am quite satisfied that it was a mistake
und that the c¢irenlating valve should not be
tnken off. That faect now appears to be
realised by Mr. Mills himself, becaunse I
understand an order is now out for the

.the previous two months.
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cireulating valves to be replaced on all super-
beated engines. So I repeat that there have
been some costly experiments made by the
Chief Mechanical ‘Engineer. He has an
oiling device on the AS@ engines which is
giving no end of trouble as far as hot boxes
and driving boxes are concermed. Ii has
been customary over the years to have an
oil pad on the bottom of the journal for the
purpose of lubricating the axle, but Mr.
Mills persists in his idea, As far as lubri-
cation is concerned, scores of hours of loco-
motive power have heen lost because of hot
boxes. The U class engines which did such
8 good job here are affected. I was in-
formed by a railway official that one of
these engines had gone to the Midland
Junetion Workshops and had been returned
to traffic without an oil pad under the
journal, and that some other oiling device had
been attached. The engine did a frip from
Perth to Pinjarra and back and was imme-
diately returned to the workshops with five
hot driving boxes.

Throughout the length and breadth of the
State, wherever there are ASG engines and
wherever repairs are carried out on them,
mechanieal staff are employed on the ASGs
to the exclusion of all other engines. Last
week T asked the Minister for Railways how
many of the 24 modified ASG engines had
been available for iraflic continually over
The Minister’s
answer was that only seven out of the 24
had been available. What a ealamity these
engines are to the service of the State! I
also asked some questions in  conneetion
with the number of frames these engines
had broken over the previons two years
thronghout the State. T think the answer
was 12 or 14,

The breaking of the frame of an engine
was unheard of with engines under the nge
of 30 years, It is true that when the 19 inch
snperheated eylinder is put on to a frame
that is not scientifically designed for it, it will
have certain effects. Hxtra strain is punt on
the engine becanse the fractive power is in-
ereased so mueh that it is out of proportion
to the frame on which it has been put, and
qnite a oumber of them break down. That
is a clear indication to me that the engine
is built out of all proportion, T have heen
told that with the ordinary type of loeomn-
tive—and T have seen instances of it—a T.R.
enging has been held up for some woeeks he-
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cause the mechanies were not able to obtain
a guadrant bolt,

Hon, A. H, Panton: Do they not make a
bolt such as that in the workshops?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and if any of the
country depofs send down to Midland June-
tion a réquest for a part for an ASG engine
it is sent on the next train, but the other
engines are held np for many weeks. One
engine was held up for some weeks for a
part to be sent from Midland, Not only ai
Kalgoorlie but also at Norseman, Collie and
other places wherever there are ASG engines
working, it is the same siory, and this comes
not only from the drivers but also from the
officials and from the mechanies, so that we
can fairly conclude that the ASG engines,
taken by and large, have been a tragedy for
this State.

If we compare the mileage run by an
ASQG enging over a period of 12 months with
that of a PR engine, we find a great dis-
crepancy. The PR engine probably does
50 per cent, more mileage. The ASG goes
on a trip, runs a few hundred miles and then
has to be brought in and is idle for a week,
either waiting to go into the workshops or,
having got in, waiting for repairs to be
completed, A great idea was to have a
rvivetless water-tender for these engines, and
the experience has been that it is almost
neeessary to follow them areund with a spol
welding plant to repair parts that are break-
ing away.:

A sum of £231 has heen spent on the four
locomotives located on the Iiastern Gold-
fieds, for services rendered by a private
firm that has a welding plant, in spot weld-
ing tenders and broken frames, and these
engines have even been followed as far as
Norseman for spot welding jobs. So T repeat
that the ASG cngine has been a ealamity,
cven allowing for the shorlage of tractive
power. The two redeeming features of. these
engines, are that they ride particularly well
and, when in working order, ean hau] a
particalarly heavy load on a 451b. rail.

The “8"” elass engine which My, Gibson
ingnired into has caused a tremendous
amount of expense to the State in the maiter
of laying up and repairs. There was exees-
sive wear of the stcam chest eages and,
despite the recommendations made over
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many months by mechanies that the lubri-
cation was not effective, the Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer has only recently decided to
use - four-feed lubrieator rather than the
orthodox two-feed lubricator, Thig is the
only thing I believe that saved this type of
engine from condemnation by Mr. Gibson.
I have asked for what period these “S”
class engines have been in traffic and have
been waiting to get into the shops or have
been in the shops for repair, and I find there
has been almost as much time spent by new
“S” class engines waiting to get into the
shops, or in the shops, as on traffic. The
enginemen like the “8" glass loeomotive but,
from the mechanical puint of view, they are a
very cxpensive jjob. However, I understand
that the Chief Mechanical Engineer has at
last eondescended to put in four-feed tubri-
cators and that these engines are now not
gettiny the excess wear in the steam chest
eages that they were and that they are put-
ting up an improved performanece,

I should like to know what has become
of the projeet for biending Collie coal. I
understood that the Government intended
to ereet n plant at Collie costing about
£100,000 for the purpose of blending ihe
various coals for locomotive unse. I be-
lieve that such a plant would return the
cost tenfold over a short period of years.
I have been fold that the site selected in

. Collie has not heen approved by the muni-

cipality and that there is consequently a
hiteh in the plans for ereeting the blend-
ing plant. I ain satisfied, as is almost
every railwayman, that greater efficiency
could he obtained from Collie eoal and that
less time would bhe lost through dirty fires
and indifferent eleaning of locomotives if
the blending of coal were undertoken. I
hope that the projeet has not been
abandoned.

The Minister for Railways: No.

My, STYANTS: T am pleased to hear
that. The blending of the coal would make
for improved working conditions for the
enginrnien, economy in the direction of ob-
taining a better class of coal and the bet-
ter running of trains.

The Minister for Railways: This is the
first T have heard of it.

Mr. STYANTS: We have engines of the
““U?** class here, engines into which was
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oil fuel. A differeni system of throwing the
flame in the firehox was adopted to save any
damage being done to the super-heating
elements or the tube plate, When our en-
gines were eonverted to burn oil, however,
the Aame was directed in the opposite way,
namely, from the firebox end to the super-
heating elements, thus burning out many and
damaging the tube plate. Many of these loco-
motives have been laid up because the flame,
instead of heing thrown from the tube plate
to the lirebox door, has heen thrown in the
opposite direetion. I have been told that
this arrangement is to he altered. Quite a
number of engines which have been oil-
burners have been converfed back to eoal
burning, and quite a number that are to
he continued &s oil-burners will have the
<ame type of apparatus and the same throw
of flame as the ‘U’ elass, Therefore I
am of opinion that some very ecostly ex-
peviments have heen made on the locomo-
tive stoek of this State.

It is not altogether obsclescence that has
vaused the diffieulties arising fyom the short-
age of tractive power; it is these experi-
ments which bave been made that have
heen the couse of laying up many locomeo-
tives, particularly through the burning-out
of the super-heating elements and the re-
moval of the eirculatine valve on the super-
heated engine. If the Minister will make
inquirtes, he will find ecomplete substantia-
tton of my statement, so long as he does
not mo to the Chiet Mechanical Engineer.

If he inqquires of some of that officer’s sub--

ordinates, he will obtain a wholesale con-
demnation of the removal of the eirculat-
ing valve. The fact that the Chief Mechani-
eal Engineer hns deeided to replace it is
an indieation that its removal was a fail-
nre. llad that officer's idea been estab-
lished elsewhere, one could have understood
his action bumt, =0 far as T ean ascertain,
on all superheated engines operating in Aus-
tralia there is a device that permits of the
same result as did the circulating valve
u=ed in this State.

One other matter on which I wish t¢
tonch has already been raised and that re-
lIates to Communism and the attempt that
has heen made hy eertain members to link
up the party to which I have the honour
to helong with the Communist Party in Aus-
tralia. There is not a vestige of trath in
it as far as we are coneerned. The Com-
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munist Party is just a bad headache to the
Labour Party in Australia. We have en-
deavoured by all the means in our power
to rid ourselves of the influnenee of Com-
munism; but for some reason or other,
communists attach themselves to the Aus-
tralian ‘Labour Party, particularly if they
think that by doing so some diseredit can
be cast upon us. Then they attach them-
selves to our PParty like harnacles to a ship’s
hottom.

I was very displeased with the member
for Middle Swan a couple of weeks ago
when he constantly reiterated the statement
that members on this side of the House
were either communisis or fellow travellers
with the Communist Party. The ideals and
objectives, and the means of achieving them,
of the Communist Party and of the Austra-
lian Labour Party are as far apart as the
poles. It was particularly sorrowful to me to
see a young man like the memher for Middle
Swan, who was born with all the advantages
that wealth and a good oducation eould he-
stow upon him, so unsyvmpathetic to those
whe have not had the gnod fortane to be
born under such favowmrable circumstances,
I think he mentioned that the Furcka Youth
League should e banned from. associatinn
with all other sections of the community
beeause its memhbers did not bhelieve in (ind.

When 1 noted the bitter, vindictive, inalig-
nant, lying attitude of the hon. member, 1
wondered what degree of faith he had in
the Supreme Being, because I am vertain
the hon, member knew that what he con-
stantly repeated was not true.  After huv-
ing listened to him for about half an hour,
I was convineed he had but a superficial
knowledge of or faith in the Almighty or
in the Christian philosophy as portrayed in
the life of Christ and ns set forth in the
hooks of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in
the New Testament. If he had anythinz
but a superficial belief in the Almighty and
the Christian philesophy, he would not have
adopted the nasty, vindictive attitude he din
in constantly repeating what he must have
known were deliberate lies.  The political
venom was dripping from the tip of his
tongue. He was prepared to say anything
that eame fo the tip of his tongue. I wounld
not =ay that it went to his mind, heeouse
had it done so he probably would have ve-
frained from letiing it drip from the tip
of his tongue. T believe it was only for



1 SeprembEr, 1918}

political purposes and with the desire to
blacken members on this side of the House
that he made suech a vitrioliec and untruth-
ful attack on us.

I wish to express my appreciation of those
other members on the Government side of
the House who have eriticised Communism
but who did not asseciate the members on
this side of the House with the Communist
Party or its activities. I was particularly
surprised to hear some of the Liberal mem-
bers talk about banning the Communist
Party, as that is not the policy of the Liberal
Party in this State. The Liberal Party does
not believe in banning the Communist Party;
it believes in freedom of political thought to
any institution or person, just as did the
founder of the Liberal Party, Mr. Gladstone,
many years age. The meaning of Liberalism
s Mreedom of political thought for any
institution or any individwal. [ noticed in
the newspaper that Mr. Downing, the State
"President of the Liberal Party, when ad-
dressing the annual congress, said that the
Liberal Party’s poliex was not to han the
Communist Party. Dut, of course, it is a
different wmatter with the Comntry and
Democratic League.  The landed gentry
have for centuries heen advorates of ruth-
less repression by force of any body or
person who differed from its opinions. That
is history,

The landed gentry, as represented by the
Country and Demoeratic League, are run-
wing true to form when they say that the
Commuonist Party, becanse it holds a differ-
ent politieal faith fromn theirs, should be
hanned by the most rigovous application of
the law. I was partienlarly interested in
the speech of the member for Swan and his
statement of the history of the inanguration
and progress of the Communist Party in
Auwstealia.  Bat he spoiled his speech, in
my opinion, hy saying he considered that
the Chiflev Government was not doing every-
thing it should do te suppress the Com-
munist Party. That immediately placed his
speech in the category of political propa-
ganda. T regard most of the outpourings
of {he capitalistiec Press and those opposed
to the T.abour movement in Australia as
heing nothing but political propaganda, the
desire being to prejudice the electors of
Australia ageinst the Labour Party. I draw
the attention of the Homse to the lack of
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activity that was evidenced on the part of
anti-Labour Governments from about 1925
onwards,

It js well known that in 1925 the Com-
munist Party was getting a foothold in Aus-
tralia; it is also well known that the Crimes
Act was in foree then. It was passed
in 1914 and I think it is the Act
meutioned by the member for Swan,
the 1914-1932 statute. 1 have gathered
some newspaper cuttings showing what
was the position in 1025, At Dan-
denong, on the 9th December, 1925, Mr,
Bruee ecalled on the people of Ausiralia
to assist bim to wipe out the viper of Com-
munism. He said that the Labour Couneil
of New South Wales consisted of 120
unions. Eleven of twelve members of the
execulive were also members of the Com-
munist Party. That was in 1923, and the
Crimes Act was then in force. If the Com-
munist Party was such a menace to Aus-
tralia then, why did not Mrz. Bruce take
action against it?  As the result of the
1925 election, the Bruce-Page Government
assumed office,

Between 1923 and 1928, as far as I ean
find, there never was a eommunist prose-
cution, either under the Crimes Act or
under any other Ae¢t. I canmot find that
anything effective was done between 1928
and 1939 beyond an endeavour to stir up
prejwlice in the minds of the people
against the Australian Labour Party when-
ever there was a Commonwealth or a State
election. The same tactics were adopted
then as are being adopted today, of asso-
ciaring the Communist Party with the Lab-
our T'arty for the purpose of reducing the
chanees of Australian Labour Party eandi-
dates being elected.

Flon. A. R. G. Hawke: Was it not at the
1925 eleetion that Tom Walsh danced on
the Union Jaek? '

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and it was soabse-
anently found that he was in the pay of
the anti-Labour forees because on the verge
of Federal eleetions he would stir up trouble
for the Labour Party. He was rewarded
by getting a eushy job on the administra-
tion of one of the islands adjacent to Aus-
tralia. In 1940 the Australian Country
Party had a man known everywhere as
4 Bhoot-’em-down-Thorby.”” He was going
to straighten up the Communist Party; and
perhaps if they had let Thorby loose with
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s machine gun, history thereaffer would
have had a different trend. Mr. Thorby
was Deputy Leader of the Country Party
and this is what bhe said:

I will wipe out the Australian Communist
Party pretty soon, I have all my plans made
and I have the 100 per eent. support of the
preople of Australia,

The Government was returned with a ma-
jority in both Federal Houses, but I can-
not find any indication that at that time
it took any action against the leaders of
the Communist Party.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
must have jammed.

Mr, STYANTS:
gone wrong with it.

The Acting Premier:
defeated.

Mr. STYANTS: It is true that a few of
the lesser lights were interned by the Gov-
ernment because of their attitude in the
early stages of the war; but I did not see
that the leaders of the Communist Party
had mucrh done to them; and when I
wention the leaders, T vefer to the gentie-
men of whom the member for Swan spoke
—Ernie Thornton, Healy, Phillips and Nel-
son, of the Miners’ Union.  They were
leaders of the Communist Party and the
communist-influenced unions in Australia
at that time, if we are to believe what the
members of the anti-Labour parties in Aus-
tralia said. I do not know whether they
were communists or not, but the anti-Labonr
people definitely said that they were. 8o
we find that although the Crimes Aet has
been on the statute hook =inee 1914, and
for o great number of years—between 1925
and 1940—there was an anti-Labounr Gov-
ernment with a majority in hoth Houses of
the Commonwealth Parliament, a Govern-
ment comprising parties that members op-
posite say are definitely opposed to Com-
munism, nothing was done to curb the aeti-
vities of the communist leaders.

Mr. Bovell: Communism is a greater
menace today than it was thes, do yon not
think?

Mr, STYANTS: T would not be foo sure
about thaf.

Mr. May: It would have been more easily
controlled then.

Mr. Marshall: TIf it had heen nipped in
the hud, it would not have had any flowers.

The machine gun

Something must have

Mr. Thorby was
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Mr. STYANTS : Mr, Menzies, the Federal
Parliamentary leader of the Liberal Party
adopts the correet attitnde townrds Com-
munism. When asked what he thought of
banning the party ar punishing the mem-
bers, this is what he snid, gecording to n
Press statement—

If strikes are illegal and a comniunist
foments a strike, he should be punished for
that illegal aet.

I think we all agree with that,

If a communist is 2 troiter he should he
punished for his treason, but to place a ban
upon a person beenuse he belongs to the Com-
munist Party, without having to pin on him
the faet of having done an illegal act, wonld
be a travesty of eivil liberty,

Mr. Bovell: I think that if you read
“Hansard"” you will see that my speech wns
similar to that of Mr. Menzies,

Myr. STYANTS: The Liberal Party does
nof propose to ban Communism, It believes
in combating Communism in other ways.
The aims, idenls and objectives of the Com-
munist Party, and its means of achieving
them, are so diametrieally opposed to thase
of the Australian Labour Party that anyone
who hius given honest consideration to the
matter will realise that to the Labour Party
the Communist Party is just as much a
menace as it s to members of other parties
that ave opposed to us politically. I ean
remember Lenin’s advice given many years
ago to the Third Internationale, his society
for the purpose of extending Communism
throughout the eivilised world. He said
that the Communist Party should give sup-
port to Socialist and Labour parties in ex-
aetly (he same way as a rope gave support
to a hanging man, I esan also remember
that early in theshistory of the Communist
Party in Ausiralia reference wag made to
smashing the Australian Labour Party. But
the Communist Party, like other parties,
has found it a difficult task to smash the
Ausfralian Labour Party.

I would warn members opposite that in
this constant deerying of the Aunstralian
Labour Party in connection with Com-
munism and their talk of the Labour Party's
afiiliation with and sympathy for Com-
munism, they may be destroying the preatest
shield that the public has against Com-
munism in Awustralia. The communists
realise that, too, and that is why they oppose
us with their literature, and their pamphlets
and dodgers at election time, and every time
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they get a chance. The only occasion when
they link themselves with us is when they
think it will bring odium on the Labour
Party, On those occasions they make pub-
lic utierances to the effect that they propese
to support one of our candidates. I ean
remember that down through the years this
tvpe of ypropaganda from anfi-Labour
forees has been carried on. We have been
dubbed everything that is disreputable in
politics. I can remember that during the
1914-18 war we were accused repeatedly of
being in the pay of the Germans and aceept-
ing (terman gold.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I fought my election
in France on German gold.

Mr. STYANTS: The communists would
destroy the Labour Party if they had the
power to do so. We have been called every-
thing that i disreputable in politiecs,. We
have been accused of heing disloyal and of
subseribing to all the isms that were in bad
repute. We have been aceused of subserib-
ing to Bolshevism, Socialism, I.W.W’ism
and of being Sinn Feiners, Every epithet in
the political dictionary has been thrown at
us, but T believe that many of these who are
condemning the communists so vociferously
at present are doing so simply for the pur-
pose of politieal propaganda with a view fo
prejudicing the Australian Labour Party in
the eyes of the public. However, I consider
that tha¢ party is the greatest buffer between
the people and Communism in Australia.
The anti-Labour forees seem to have
adopted Hitler’s policy, He believed in
telling stories and repeating them so often
that eventually he got the majority of the
people to believe them. Extracts from the
diary of his propaganda merchant, Gaebels,
were published, and I was particalarly
strueck with one of them, as follow:—

The Puhrer fully endorses my anti-Bolshevik
propaganda, That is the best horse we now
have in our stable. He also approves of my
tactics in letting the Bolshevik reports of vie-
tories go out into the world unechallenged. Let
Europe get the creeps; it will regain its sense
all the sooner. Besides, our anti-Bolshevik pro-
paganda is the apple of discord in the enemy
camp.

I believe that is the policy which is being
adopted by the anti-Labour forces in Aus-
tralia today. They think the apple of dis-
cord is to sow distrust of Communism and
its association with the Labour Party so that
it will be reflected to the advantage of the

. eleetion.
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anti-Labour forces when it comes to an
I wonder whether members op-
posite have given serious consideration to
just what is involved in their proposal to
ban the Comwmunist Party. I would say in
the first place it would mean a sacrifice of
principle. T believe the prineiple should be
that which. the very word “Liberalism” in-
dicates, namely, freedom of political thonght
for every institntion ang person, Legisla-
tion would have to be passed to deal with
people having communistic ideas, and it
would be a.eriminal offence for anyone to
hold or express views favourable to Com-
munisn. We can imagine the extra-
ordinary difficulties of enforcing such a law,
and the injustices that would be likely to
arise out of it. There would not be suffi-
cient prisons in Australia fo hold all the
avowed members of the Communist Party.

Mr. Graham: Especially if the member
for Middle Swan happened to be the Attor-
ney Qeneral,

Mr. STYANTS: It would be quile easy
for anyone, under a system of thai kind, to
lay an information against any person, no
matter how innocent he might he. In
countries where suppression of the righis
of people or seetions of the people has
oceurred, suppression has followed suppres-
sion nntil eventually something similar to
what happened in Germany has taken place,
where there were concentration camps full
of political prisoners, That policy was
followed hy Hitler. First he attecked
the soeialists, and then the communists.
He ncext attacked the churches, dealing
with the R.Cs. first because they were
in a minority, He then dealt with the
Lutherans. Suppression followed suppres-
sion until he started on the trade unions and
then the Socialist Paify itself. That, I
believe, would be the inevitable result if we
attempted to ban the Communist Party in
Australia, We would very scon huild up 2
state of affairs something like that which
obtained in Germany, aceording to the books
I have read, where a father was afraid to
discuss State matters—unless he wag in
favonr of Nazism—at the meal table with
his family because his sons or daughters
might be supporters or members of the |
Gestapo. To ban effectively any minority
movement in Australia we would have fo
adopt the same policy.

Tnstead of being proud of our principles,
as we are today, we would in a very short
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time create n position that would be abhor-
rent to the majority of Australians. I can
almost imagine that under such = system the
member for Middle Swan, as the echief
marshall of the Gestapo, and possibly the
member for York and the member for 1rwin-
Moore and some other members of the
C.D.L., would have information laid to them
in eonnection with certain members on this
side of the House. Then probably we would
bave the member for North Perth as the
Chief Justice.

The Minister for Lands: Seeing that you
are dealing with the question so fully, tell
us of the attitude of the R.S.L. towards it.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not know what its
attitnde is.

The Minister for Lands: It has beeu
published often enough. The R.S.L. has car-
ried resolutions to ban Communism.

Hon, A. A, M. Coverley: The RS.L. is
non-political. We ‘are dealing with polities
here.

Mr, STYANTS: I am dealing with the
attitude of the ALP. If we attempted
to ban the Communist Party in Australia,
we would find ourselves in the position of
baving created a Gestapo, and a state of
affairs that would be loathsome to the major-
ity of the people in Australia, because it
would be an infringement of their eivil
rights. The passing of legislation will not
do way with the political opinions, or any
other types of opinions, held by the people.
[f we banned the Communist Party, we
would simply drive it underground, and that
would not have the effect of suppressing it
at all. We have a better chance of dealing
with its activities by having it on the sur-
face, )

If we drove the communists underground,
they would simply change their name, and
we would have the Gestapo agents trying to
establish that their activities were seditious,
or gomething of that kind, and thousands of
innocent people, as well as the guilty ones,
would go inside on the word of the Gestapo
agents.  The auvthorities tried to suppress
them in Canada and England. Instead of
achieving their object, they simply drove
them underground, and it was well known
that they had representatives in Parliament,
operating under a different politieal title.
The remedy suggested by the member for
Swan, that they should he compelled 4o
sign a pledge that they do not belong to

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Communist Party, has been in operation
for the last quarter of & century in our
party. Butf many of those people are totally
unserupulous, and will sign a statement to
the effect that they do mot belong to the
Communist Party, and then come infto the
inner councils of the Labour movement and
take away the information. It would he
very foolish to endeavour to ban them.

We have plenty of legislation on the
statute hook now to deal with these people.
I believe that any person—whether g mem-
ber of the Communist, the Liberal, the La-
bour or any other Party—who hy utterance
or action is trencherous, seditious or sub-
versive, should be apprehended under exist-
ing laws, either the National Security Regu-
lations or the Crimes Aect, and tried for his
treasonable nutterances or actions. That
coursc should be followed instead of en-
deavouring to ban Communism, If we do
away with the conditions that breed Com-
munism we will get rid of it more quickly.
Communism is the result of hundreds of
years of rule by caste, elass and privilege.
It grew apace all over Australin during the
depression years, becamse there were un-
ecaployment eamps and bhecause men were
either totally unemployed or worked only
part-time and had rations issued to them by
the Government. Although we have full em-
ployment today the position is not a great
deal better, because goods are at famine
prices.

Members must realise that the man who
is on even £1 over the basic wage, if he
has a wife and family to keep, finds it im-
possible to provide them with a reasonable
degree of comfort. In our shops one sees
the necessities of life, foodstuifs and cloth-
ing—it applies also to medieal services—
at prohibitive prices, and people are living
under deplorable housing condiiions. I am
very sympathetic towards young people who
now get married and try to begin their life
together, as a suite of furniture costs any-
thing from £75 to £100 in Perth today. I am
certain that the cost of production of a
£75 suite would not be more than £25. The
furniture is only plywood, with a veneer
covering, and is machine made, as the day
of the artisan joiner has gone. I am satisfied
that the prices now charged for furniture
are prohibitive.

The Minister for Lands: That is where
price-fixing has failed in many instances.
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Mr, STYANTS: That is so. Had it been
more effective in the last five or six years
through the Commonwesalth, the people
would have taken & different view when
asked at the referendum to leave price-
fixing in the hands of the Commonwealth
Government. Such goods are now at a pro-
hibitive price, which in certain instances is
up to threc times the cost of production.
The man on the basic wage has no hope
under present conditions of ever owning his
home, In fact, he has very little interest
in it and has no seeurity of tenure at all.
Conditions such as that are the soil in
which Communism thrives. If we pro-
vided a home for every married man in
the community nothing would impress
them more with a sense of their responsi-
bility to and interest in our country. They
would then have a stake in the land. When
we are at war men ave told that they are
fighting for their King and country, but if
must be remembered that the wealth and
property of the whole of Australia are
owned by about 20 per cent. of the people,
the other 80 per cent. owning not an inch
of the land. That 80 per cent. are held
in property and wealth bondage by the
other 20 per cent.

I will suggest a few remedies that are en-
tirely different from those advanced by
the member for Swan. If we adopt
methods that will allow such remedies to
he put into effect, we will soon get rid of
Commumism, We should see that every
person in the eommunity receives economie
and social justice. YWhen there is full em-
ployment and every worker has the food
and clothing necessary for his dependants;
when he has a honse in which to live, there
will be no more Communism, That doetrine
thrives on diseontent and hmman misery.
The average man wants a wage on which
he can live decently, edueate his children,
own his honse and have seeurity against
sickness, old-age and unemployment. He
must be provided with a house the cost of
which is within his capacity to pay.

T bedieve it would be possible to provide
every married man with a home if we
ndopted the right methods. We are spend-
ing up to £40,000,000 & vear in subsidising
flourishing industries that are now on the
erest of a wave of prosperity. If we halved
that sum and provided £20,000,000 at a
nominal rate of interest—just sufficient to
cover administrative expenses—and provided
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homes, even if at a loss on the actual build-
ing cozts, all married men could be given
homes of their own and Communismn would
receive the most serious setback it has ever
had in Australia, We muost redeem the
promises that were made during the war
years. 1 remember the Minister for Hous
ing delivering a most impressive speech in
this Caamber, early in the war, on what
would be the new order after hoestilities
ceased.

On the 12th June, 1941, My, Menzies said
—his statements received block headlines in
the Melhourne ‘‘Herald'’'—that soeial in-
cqualities were disappearing. He said theve
would be a new order after the war. At
the ticie shen their property and lives were
in danger such people were prepared to
promise anything, but as soon as the war
was over the social inequalities erept bael,
until teday a man on anything like the
basic wage is worse off than at any time
that 1 ¢an rememher. Only to the extent
that social inequalities disappear will the
danger of Communism be removed. We
could do a great deal by instituting a bet-
ter way of life and seeing that men have
homes, food and clothing and can educate
their children at a cost that is within their
eapacity to pay. In that way we would do
more to get rid of Communism in this
eountry than by trying to suppress it by
forvee of law.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [9.68]: 1
wag interested in the remarks of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, and some of the matter
to which I propose to refer covers aspects
that he mentioned, though he dealt with
them under headings different from those
that [ will use. During this dehate we are
addressing ourselves to the Lient.-Governor's
Speech. On this oceasion the Speech, like
those of previous years, gave a resume of
what the Government had accomplished dor-
ing the past 12 months, the progress the
country had made and the state of affairs
that existed at the time Parliament was
opened. The record presented by the Gov-
ernment is commendable on this oceasion.
The Speech included what the Government
proposes to put before Parliament during
the session. Unfortunately the present Gov-
ernment appears to bave followed the rule
of its predecessors in this regard by inform-
ing members of only one or two major items
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of its programme and leaving them to won-
der whether there js sufficient business to
justify the calling together of Parliament.
That is one of the reasons why the Address-
in-reply is occasionally prolonged beyond the
period of time that the Government can af-
ford to give it.

While I am a stickler for tradition and
although it seems to be a tradition for the
Government to keep as quiet as possible on
its intention to introduee certain legislation,
thht is a tradition which might well be
departed from, _all members being made
aware of the Government’s intention. The
idea behind it might be the faet that Gov-
ernments are disinclined, once they have set
their chariot on a certain road and in a
given direction, to depart from that course.
That is not a fault or a failing with Gov-
crnments only, The same applies in a
direction which is far more important, to
those upon whom Governments rely for
advice in conneetion with affairs of State.

The member for Kalgoorlie, apart from
the faet that he had me rather in a whirl
trying to differentiate between cirenlating
valves, superheaters, boiler tubes, bird-cages
and that sort'of thing, touched upon the
promised new order. It will be remembered
as the lhon. member said, that during the
early part of the last war—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Which war?

Mr. LESLIE: The 1939-45 war.

Hon. A. II. Panton: What about the
promises that were made in the first war.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for Leeder-
ville and T are not likely to argue the point
as to whether the first world war was the
only war worth {falking about. They re-
peated the promises except that in the last
war they eoined the phrase the “New QOrder.”

Mr. Bovell: Who were “they”?

Mr. LESLIE: Those who were in anth-
ority, but they were unable to tell vus de-
finitely whai the new order was to be. They
were not aware, just as members were not
aware, that the eountry would he suffering
under a spirit of discontent and that eon-
ditions would be sueh as are existing at
this time. It had to be brought about after
Governments had promised the new order.
They requested the economists, the theorists
and the professors to discover what the new
order was to be. These people studied the
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then existing state of affairs and said that the
new order would be a change from what had
happened in the past,

Hon. A. H. Panton: The only thing they
gave us was women with thin waists and
full skirts, )

My, LESLIE: Prior to the war there was
a stale of social insecurity and unemploy-
ment in existence, and all thnt the planners
could see at the end of the war was the
necessity to remove or to avoid a similar sel
of cirecumstances arising, In 1941 and 1942
our economists and theorists, at the behest
of the Government, commenced to prepare
plans for the post-war period and they
planned until 1944 oy 1945, TUndoubtedly
their plans were prepared upon the eondi-
tions which existed from 1930 to 1939, As
early as 1941 and 1942 they were not awnre
of the tremendous devastation that was to
take place throughout the world, with the
excoption of the United States and Aus-
tralia. They were unaware of the devasta-
tion caused by modern warfare hecavse they
did not know what it was like,

At that stage they were not aware of the
fact that the normal productive economy of
natinons would be transferred wholesale to
an intense war production effort and that
normal production for eivil requirements
would eease.  They were also unaware that
three years after the termination of the war
the world would be less at peace than it
has ever heen in jts history, and that un-
rest and disruption eontinue throughout the
world, and as a result produetion be limited.
Those are things of which the planners were
not aware. They planned for a different
set of eircumstances entirely.

Tt is unfortunate that recently, when they
were made aware of the circumstances, they
did not apply themselves to modifieations
and alterationg of their plans. T will illus-
frate {hat when T say that the post-war
plans were based upon a period similay to
what cxisted prior to the war, and T will
quote extracts from a book called “Post-war
Reconstruction in Australia.” Tt is edited
by Mr. D. A. 8. Campbell and it is made
np of addresses from five speakers, and the
diseussions which took place on them at the
summor school of the Australian Tnstitute
of Political Science at Canberra from the
20th to the 31st January, 1944, The five
speakers were Mr. R. (. Menzics, Dr, H. C.
Coombs, Professor Copland, Dr. Lloyd Ross
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and Dr. Evatt. I propose to take extraets
from their speeches which, after a study of
this book, indicate to me the trend of
thought which prevailed at that time. Dr.
H. C. Coombs, whom we know as the Chief
Economic Adviser to the Commonwealth
Government, was at that time Director-
General of the Ministry of Post-war Recon-
struetion.  Many people in Western Aus-
tralia know Dr. Coombs as a likeable
gentleman, In his discussion on the economie
aftermath of war on page 68 of the hook
he said—

Hundreds of millions of pounds have heen
diverted to the production of faetories, plant

and equipment, and eapital assets of every
kind, many of which are specifieally related

to the wartime pwiposes they were designed .

to serve, We cannot cxpect that they will
be perfectly adapted to the funetions of peaee,
and we must expeet that this development in
the capital strueture of our industrics will
prove wasteful in the light of peacetime re-
quirements. The most outstanding change ia,
of course, the relatively cnormous growth of
our heavy and light engineering industries.
These industrics normally provide for expendi-
ture on the preduction of durable plant and
equipment and durable consumers? goods,

At the end of the war it seems probable that
we will be equipped in these industries to
provide for the maintenanee and replacement
of the industrinl equipment of an economy
much greater than Australin, A contraction
in these industries is inevitable, but much ecan
be done to see that waste is minimised and
that the contraction is brought about gradu-
ally,

Here T point to present day conditions
where prodoetion in Australia has been
definitely hindered hecause of the lack of
the very industries that Dr. Coombs, the
economic adviser to this nation, said would
be in oversupply and wounld have to he con-
traeted,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Give him the sack!

Mr. LESLIE: Following the reading of
each paper was a discussion. Dr. Walker,
of Melbourne, in discussing the paper hy
Dr. Coombs, said—

Dr. Coombs set out to outline what we may
expect of the economic aftermath of the war,
and the first four or five spenkers who have
diseussed his paper have provided a perfeet
illustration of what that aftermath is likely
to he. After the war we shall have the voice
of finance—somewhat muddied, We shall have
the politician making an appeal on behalf of
the forgotten man., We shall have the primary
producers who will be worrying because they
do not know how to get rid of all that wheat
and all that wool which a beneficent Providence
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hag helped us to obtain. Tinally, you will have
a representative of the working class vehemently
demanding action of some sort.

That might be right in many respects, but
diffieully for primary produeers in disposing
of the products that a beneficent Providence
hag given is not actually in existence. Fin-
ance may be muddled, but Governments tu-
day are controlling finance.

Mr. Marshall: Who are?
Mr. LE‘SLIE: Governments.
Mr. Marshall: Not at all.

Me. LESLIE: T am not prepared to argue
the point, but it is a fact. Dr. Walker was
convinced, and he is a thinker, just as is
Dr. Coombs.

Mr. Bovell: What about Mr. Menzies?

Mr. LESLIE: He dealt with international
relationships. Tr. Coombs, in replyine to
the various points that had heen raised,
stated-—

I maintain that whether post-war conditions
will be one or the other will be for us to decide,
Plenty and scareity are only real in relation
to tho needs of the people, There is no doubt
that there i3 an infinite quantity of work to
be done in Australia to raise the standards of
the people, without worrying ahout plenty in
any absolute sense. I want to keep our re-
sources s¢ fully employed that they are con-
tinucusly searce in relation to the jobs upon
which we want te employ them. In this sense
geareity is the aim of our post-war poliey,
In other words, he wants fo ensure that pro-
duction will be so restricted, because of the
fear of overproduction, that there will be
sense of security and that everyone shall
have a job. Finally, T wish to quote from
the remarks of Dr. Evatt, who dealt with
“Recenstruction and the Constitution.” He
said—-

Tnless there is a national plan for the em-
ployment of all our people and that plan is
carried into effect, disnsirous unemployment
seems inescapable, This is the probable factual
background whieh all diseussions about the
constitutional basis of reconstruction muat take
into account, .

I think I have quoted sufficient from those
who were in authovity and those who were
advisers to the Government to indieate upon
what their post-war plans were based, T
will leave it to members and the peaple of
the eountry as a whole to say how ill-founded
were those assumptions. But they bave had
unfortunate eonsequences. The social condi-
tions that prevail in Australia today—and T
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say this in spite of the statement by the
member for Kalgonrlie—were never better,
except that there is a scarcity of materials.
We have people in u position to buy, but the
material is not available, We have a roeinl
set-ap that has taken vears to build. No
particular (iovernment can elaim the eredit
for it; all have contributed. 1t is a social
set-up which has provided, is providing and
promises to provide in future still more
seeurity for the people.

Betore the war the one fear with all of
ws—I admit that [ had it—was that of
memployment.  Toeday that fear need nat
exist in the people. If they are without =
job, Governments will provide one. The
Government has acknowledged its responsi-
hility to the people in this direction. [t says
in elfect, **You will live whether you have
a joh or not, but we will get you 2 job
if at all possible.””  But that, unfortu-
nately, is not fully realised by the people
and the unrest, of which the member for
Kalgoorlie spoke, is based upon false
grounds and false knowledge. The people
have not fully realised what the change
means and, becausc of the existence of this
fear, are still looking for what they ecall
a new order. But a new order has arrived,
apart from those social eonditions. The
member for Kalgoorlie, whose remarks,
strangely enough, fit in with what I had
proposed to say, referred to the existence
in past days of elnss distinetion and class
privilege. When on one ogeasion I sng-
wested that class distinetion might exist,
there was a chorus of protest. However,
the old class privilege that onee existed has
gone,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are telling me!

Mr, LESLIE: There is scarcely any dis-
tinetion between poor and rich, because
there is none really poor and I do not know
that there is any really rich, Still, a class
distinetion more severe than any that has
ever previously existed in the world and
armed with preater powédr has grown up
amongst us. It is a elass whieh, while it will
permit its fellow man to live, will deny him
the opportunity for improvement, Amongst
the class rolers of Awnstralia today, the
most powerful is the class of waterside
workers. If I or anyone else, no matter
how highly born or how great his posses-
siong of this world's goods, desired to do
a day’s work on the wharf, he would have
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to beg humbly for the privilege and, hav-
ing done so, would probably reccive a kick
in the tail by way of reply. But it does
not cxist there alone. In recent times, a
man possessed oi ~kill, whether employer
or employee, has found that this possession
is worth inore than wealth and has decided
that the man without skill shall remain
without skill,

Theve is & new soctal condition with us
today. Men are not called upon to starve.
There is no need for it. But men and
woanien are looking for something better.
During the war, most of the troops asked
for one thing only. They knew they had
a job; in fact, the country would have gone
to the pack unless they had had a joh, but
they wanted an opportunity to do something
a little better.  They looked for a new
order—an opportunity to obtain more than
the basic wage or the 6s. or 10s. above the
baste wage. Every man is out for profit
for himself, It is of no nse my friends
of the Labour Party saving otherwise. Tf
a man is in business, he wants a profit
on the goods he handles; if a worker, he
wants a profit on the labour he provides.
In other words, the worker seeks some-
thing more than a bare existence.

Hon. A, H. Panton: He has to go to the
Arbitration Court to get it.

My. LESLIE: I agree, and he has been
provided with that ecourt.

The Minister for Railways: He could get
it without going to the eourt.

Mr. LESLIE: The worker asks for and
expects that profit, He wants something
more than the bare cost of living, He
wants a profit which will be sufficient for
his future security. He still helieves he needs
that, although the new system is with us.
We have men who have given yp much for
their country in the recent war years and
who are asking for that opportunity. We
have youths today leaving school who are
also asking for o similar opportunity, but
who are being denied it by that privileged
class, the rulers of our land today, the
skilled men. Those skilled men are the
men who dictate the extent of the progress
of our eountry. Upon them rests the deeis-
ion whether we shall enjoy plenty of this
world’s goods or whether we shall merely
struggle along. It would be well for the
members of this Chamber, irrespective of
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their politieal faith, to realise that the old
class distinctions have gone. It is no use
today talking about the landed gentry in
this or in another place. It is useless talk-
ing about class and privilege or to bring
back to mind the old days of the landed
gentry, as the member for Kalgoorlie did
tonight. Those days are gone.

Today one class rules and we how fo
that elass. It is neeessary for the people
to be aware of the fact that today we are
ruled socially by people who definitely deny
others the opportunities they are seeking. It
is shameful, in my opinion, for one section
of the community to deny opportunities
which it could afford to other sections. No
matter how downtrodden we may have been
in the past, when we had classes, castes and
privileges, at least every man had the
chanee to get out and better himself, But
that privilege is now being denied not only
to the man to whom it was promised bui,
unfortunately, also to the youth of fhe
State, who are being deprived of the chance
to enter skilled frades. That must cause
Governments and other authorities to think
furiously about what the future prospects
of the State are. We shall eventunally find
ourselves denuded of skilled artisans and
shall be forced to .make up the deficiency by
resort to foreign nations, asking them to
supply us with this elevated class which
will keep the Australian-born down to the
level of serfdom with pick and shovel.

I do not know that the topic on which
I am about to speak naturally follows on
what I have just said. Mueh has been said
during the debate about Communism. I was
sorry to note the tone in which this mest
difficult subject was discussed in the House.
I deplore any aftempt to make party differ-
ences over Communism, I believe Commun-
ism 15 no less a danger than was Fascism;
in fact, I think it is greater. I fought in
two wars to maintain the British way of life
and I am prepared to fight in another
against my blood brother, if necessary, to
ensure that what I fought for in the past is
not taken away from me in the future I
consider it necessary for political parties to
sink their petty party differences and get
together in order to disefiss how best to deal
with this menace, which will affect not only
ourselves individually, but our families and
the Stata.

We cannot deal with the question suceess-
fully by personal or by party recriminations.
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That only adds fuel to the fire that the com-
nunists are using to consume us. They are
the ones who are creating a Qivision. Divide
us and we fall, and we are such darned fools
as to be arguing the point among ourselves
while they are profiting from it. Far
better that we get together, each organisa-
tion, whether polifical or industrial, to dis-
cuss and discover the best means of combat-
ing this menace. I am not convinced that
banning the communist organisation is the
most cffective means we ean use. I am pre-
pared to be convinced to the contrary but, if
Communism is deelared to be illegal, that will
at least stop many respectable people—
people who are conscious of their responsi-
bility to law and order and to the welfare
of the State—from associating knowingly
with the Communist Party. If they know
that they are associating with something
which is illegal, they will draw away from
it before it is too late.

T venture to assert that no section of the
people, no body of men, no organisation, is
entirely free from Communism. I do not
eare whether the organisation be Labour,
Liberal, or C.D.L. T question whether
among the thousands of members of the
Counntry and Demoeratic League there are
not some who have communistic ideas or
associations. The same can be sald of the
Labour Party and the Libera) Party. What-
ever walk of life one treads, whether among
doctors, professors, clerks, navvies on the
tram line, railway men, bricklayers or
earpenters, there are communisis, and there
must be some among the teachers. I come
to that point because I was greatly con-
eerncd when the member for Irwin-Moore
seemingly cobdemned the whole of the
teaching staff of Western Australia because
of Communism in their midst; but I did not
for a moment believe that he meant all the
teachers were communists.

I am associated with two very prominent
members of the Education Department who
are on the State Executive of the R.B.L.
They are held in the highest esteem, not only
by their colleagues but also by people
throughout the length and breadth of the
State. One is the acting Director of Edu-
cation, Mr. Edmondson. No-one for a
moment would consider that he had the
faintest touch of Communism in him. The
other gentleman, Mr, Sten, is in charge of
the Teachers’ College. I do not for ome
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moment think that the member for Trwin-
Moore, who also wears proudly the badge
s0 many of us wear, when he said that there
were communists in the ranks of the feach-
ers, implied or thought that all of them
were eommunists. T would be the first to
rise and deny that suggestion.

Hon. A. H, Panton: I do nob think any-
body else suggzested it.

Mr, LESLIE: That was the construction
put upen bis remarks, ¥ say this now, be-
canse I have heen taken to task for not
having risen and told the member for Irwin-
Moore where he got off. If I believed that
was his intention, I undoubtedly would tell
him off. But I know, and I am aware that
he has the knowledze too, that there is not
Communism throughout that department,

Mr. Needham: He made no esemptions.

Mr. LESLIE: There were exemptions
#vwhich anv reasonable man would assame.

Mr. Needham ; He made none,

Mr. LESLIE: There is no vocation in
life, no class of people that ean lay claim
to being entirely free from Communism.

Mr. Rodoreda: We will aceept your word.

Mr. LESLIE: All right. I eonsider—anil
I think this is the belief of the member for
Irwin-Moore, amd I want to support him-—
that in no walk of life can Communism do
greater harm than in the Education Depart-
ment; and that is why, in that sphere, more
than jn any other, more than ordinary at-
tempts, should be made to wipe it ont. Even
if there is only one communist in that de-
partment, that one is poisonouns; and if the
law of the land wonld allow him to be shot,
I would offer my services to the Govern-
ment.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
poor cow?

Mr. LESLIE: I am with the member for
Irwin-Moore in believing that if there i-
one walk of life where we ave largely eon-
cerned about the presence of this menave
and the spread of the doctrine of Com-
munism, it is in the teaching profession. If
there is one sphere in which we have cause
to fear the spread of communist doctrine,
it is that one, We eannot permit these
poisonous reptiles to continne to propagate
their prineiples in our schools and we have

Why murder the
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got to take aetion. Now I want to c¢ome

down to—
Hon. A, H. Panton: Earth!

Mr, LESLIE: No. I have heen on earth;
and I hope members will realise that |
have been dealing with a subjeet far more
important than the more or less loeal ques-
tions to whieh I wish to refer from now
on. I want first of all to thank the Min-
isters of this Government for the courtesies
extended to me. I partienlavly de<ire to
mention the Honorary Minister for Agvi-
eulture and the Minister for Edueation, he-
causze jn my clectorate they have had some
difficult tasks to face. The Minister for
Agriculture was good enough, at my request,
to acvompany me to that urea and to make
a personal investigation, at great inconven-
ience to himself, of problems which were
confronting wheatgrowers in the outback,
and, immediately on his return, to use his
very best endeavours with the Treasurer.
As members know, the Treasurer is very
concerned about the Budget position. Bul
the Honorary Minister for Apricuiture was
nble to convinee him that the widest poliey
was necessary, and he has made a substantial
sum available for the destruction of emus
and other pests in those northern areas. 1T
highly appreciate the fine job the Honcrary
Ministor for Agrieulture did on thal oc-
casion.

Mr. Reynolds: He gave you £3,500.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, and it has not all been
used, but a good job has been done. The
Minister for Edueation has been very good
also. He has been faced with a number
of problems. He has been somewhat like
Solomon in having to choose between con-
flicting arguments submitted te him by loen!
people; but somehow or other between ux
—TI must, for the sake of my electors, draw
myself into the picture—we have managed
to solve the problems more or lesy to the
gatisfaction of all concerned. The Min-
ister for Edueation has hcen very guod in
that direction and, in my opinion, has gone
out of his way to assist.

I also want to thank the inister for
Water Supply. It will be recalled that when
the comprehensive water supply scheme was
first introdueed to Parliament by the then
Minister, now the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, he promised that an extension
of the supply would be made a little further
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north than was indicated on the plan. The
present Minister has honoured that under-
taking and made it possible for me to con-
sult the Director of Works, Mr. Dumas,
with a view to providing for an extension
into at least some part of that northern
gren. I feel that the Minister cannot be
too strongly urged to proceed with all pos-
sible speed in providing water for those
localities. I am happy to say that, in spite
of the very doubtful opening, we have a
very promising season in our north-ecastern
area. Crop prospects are excellent and
stoek feed is splendid. It will possibly eut
off a little shorter than in normal years;
but we are enjoying a good, though late,
season. Water supplies, however, are not
as plentiful as we would like to see them
at this time of year.

Mr. Reynolds: Whereabouts particularly?

Mr. LESLIE: North of the Wyalkatchem-
Mukinbudin line, and even as far south as
Kununoppin where the Barbalin scheme does
not operate. Unless growers get good sum-
mer rains, they will be faced with the tre-
mendons eost involved in water cartage. 1
am anxious to have that cost removed as
soon as we can. The necessity for giving
first priority to the extension of water sup-
ply into those areas was definitely estab-
lished by the Commonwealth commitiee that
made an investigation. T am satisficd that
not only will the provision of adequate water
supplies in those districts mean the definite
cstablishment of stability for farming opera-
tions in those areas, but that it will render
possible an investigation inte other avenues
of production. When speaking earlier in
the session, the Leader of the Opposition
indicated that in his opinion there was liftle
scope for the development of land that was
unalienated and that we had {o look to
private land for further development. He
considered that economie production was not
possibie on unalienated land. T disagree
entively with that point of view, I believe
there is Crown land in many parts of the
State—even in my area, which is fairly
well seftled now-—that is capable of being
economically developed. I agree that it may
not offer possibilities of economic develop-
ment under the present system, in that ii
may not bhe good wheat or good stock-pro-
dueing land.

Mr. Reynolds: Whereabouts?

[36]
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Mr, LESLIE: The hon. member knows
very well where! If he wants to get home
tonight, he will let me alone, There are
areas of Iand which can be developed in
different ways from those to which we are
aceustomed, but that will be possible only
by experimental work on land that is un-
alienated. I am neot satisfied we have made
a sufficient demand in that direction. I do
not blame any Government or anyone in
particular for that. We eannot have done
all that is required in investigating the pos-
sibilities of our Jund hecause we are mot yet
provided with the necessary facilities. In
the north-eastern wheatbelt God has gigen
us & climate unequalled anywhere else in the
world, soil capable of production, and free
from disease. There is a little vermin,
certainly, but it is easily eradicated if
tackled in the right way. Generally it only
eomes as a result of lack of proper develop-
ment. There is only one thing wanting in that
area, and that is an adequate water supply.
It is something which man, with his scienti-
fic progress, ean provide at n comparatively
small eost.

Mr. Reynolds: Did not the Labour Gov-
ernment give you wafer supplies up there?

Mr. LESLIE: T do feel that there are
oceasions, if scmeone is attempting to handle
questions on a national basis, when purely
party matters might well be left ont of inter-.
jeetiors,

Mr. Marshall: Thig is a big man with a
big speech. Keep quiet!

My, LESLIE: The member for Leeder-
ville made some reference to soldier land
setilement. I would not mention this matter
if I were sure the Minister for Lands would
refer to it, but in case he does not I want
to say that what modifications are being
applied today in the soldier land settlement
schemes were discussed by the land eom-
mittee of the R.8.L., and agreed to by it.
Most of them, as a matter of fuet, were
based on requests which that committee had
submitted for some considerable time and
which the economic advisers to the Common-
wealth were not agreeable to adopt. Again,
I must refer to the fact that their post-war
plans were not based on the practical con-
ditions which actually do prevail,

I want to deal with the wheat marketing
argument that is going on and the question
of the marginal areas. I am very loath
to make public the remarks which I shall
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utfer shortly, but I feel T must do so. Mem-
hers are aware that because of certain fin-
ancigl assistance which was given by the
Commonwealth to the States for the pur-
pose of reconstruetion in the marginal areas
of Western Australia and of other States,
a condition was attached that eventually
those areas were to go out of wheat pro-
doction entirely, and in the meantime they
were fo be restricted in the ncreage they
were to sow to wheat for sale as grain. Be-
fore my eniry into Parliament, and since, I
have vigorously opposed this policy. I agree
entirely with the attitude of the previous
Government when the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment made assistance available, and that
was that the class of production from that
area shonld be changed largely to stoek-
raising. But it i3 necessary, in order to
maintain the fertility of that country and
to minimise invasion hy pests, for the soil
to be cultivated,

It is unreasonable to expeet farmers to
cultivate their land unless they are to re-
ceive some relurn for so deing. Therefore
it is necessary to allow them to grow wheat.
Whether they should do so to a large or
small extent, I do not kuow, I have re-
frained from taking any part in the dis-
cussions as to the relative merits or de-
merits of the Commonwealth and State
wheat markeling proposals. My attitude
hns been that the wheat is the property
of the grower. The goods in Boans® shop,
or Foy’s are their property, if they have
paid for them, and just as it would be pre-
sumptiuous on my parl to suggest how they
should dispose of them, so would it be for
me to go to the wheatgrower and say by
what method he should market his prodnet,
That is his prerogative. I am prepared to
give him any information in my possession
with regard to the two schemes. There is,
however, one point in the Commonwealth
scheme which is likely to be overlooked,
because it concerns only vne small part of
the State. In the ("ormmonwealth proposals
there is this elause—-

The regulation of wheatgrowing on marginal
areas which have been reconstructed under the
plan approved for the elimination of unecono-
mic wheat areas and the establishment of a
committee to advise in cases where action to

regulate wheatgrowing on marginal areas is
neCessary.

That is, the Commonwealth will expect the
States to inelude in its Bill, if the Federal
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scheme is adopted, something to provide
for the regnlatiun and eventual elimination
of wheatgrowing in our marginal areas.
The point I am loath to Jet go out—bhut I
must as a measure of self-defence for those
districts—is that there is nothing legal hy
which this or any other Government can
force a wheatgrower to go out of wheat-
growing under the marginal aren restriction
conditions. There is nothing in law to com-
pel those growers to abide hy that condition
that they shall restriet their wheaigrowing
to the minimum laid down in the marginal
area scheme, It is only an honourable
undertaking between the wheatgrower and
the institution assisting him finaneinlly. If
he cares to depart from it he cannot be
pennlised in any way whatever. I have
known that for some time, but T have re-
frained from making any mention of it,
being quite satisfied that through discus-
slon we would eventually be able to reach
the position where this suggested elimina-
tion could be avoided, and conditions satis-
factory to all set up so that the growers
who received marginal area assistance
would be permitted to grow wheat,

My, Cornell: Cannot their acreage he
eontrolled by license?

Mr. LESLIE: Only while licenses exist
anywhere ¢lse. The marginal area farmer
cannot be picked out to be licensed or to
have a maximum specified acreage, if the
same thing does not apply to anyone else. If
it becomes law it will mean that the restrie-
tion of whealgrowing in an arbitrarily de-
clared area in Western Australia will become
legal and hinding and that—if a Government
or an advisory committee decides he shall not
do so—a man who grows wheat for sale as
grain will have ecommitted an offence nnder
the law. I desire growers in those areas to he
aware of the implications contained in that
proviso in the wheat marketing regulations.
In the event of the growers preferring the
Commonwealth scheme to the State scheme,
and if the Commonwealth proposals are
agreed to and that clavse is included in
the Bill brought down, 1 will oppose it
strongly, as it would place a grievous in-
Jjustice on a large area of good country in
Western Australia and would be unfair te
a great number of growers who are not de-
serving of being limited in their farming
nperations to this extent.
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I associate myself with the claims for
consideration—pul forward by the member
for Avon—for settlers in the Yorkrakine
area. They are enfitled to a better deal
in the matter of transport than they have
so far rveceived. The only fair deal that
c¢an be given to them is for bulk bins or
sidings to be provided within reasonable
carting distanee of their farms. The sug-
sestion to pay fthem a ecarting subsidy
would, if given effect, only put off the evil
day aud provide a small measure of relief.
{ayment of part of their cost of petrol and
oil is no compensation for all the direet
nd indirect eost and inconvenience im-
sosed on them by the long distance they
are foreed to cart their goods. The Gov-
ernment should investigate the possibility
of providing a road train te serve the
country of the Yarramony-eastward rail-
way, with the provision of sidings and
bulk bins. TIn place of two parallel rails
on -sleepers there should be a road, with
rond traing, I think that is within the
hounds of practical politics and has been
done in South Afriea.

tlon. J. B. Sleeman: I thought Yarra-
mony was dead.

Mr. LESLIE: It will take a lot to kill
Yarramony., T agree with the memher for
Aven that the question of the railway is
dead, as its econstruction wounld not he
warranted. The Government will find it
hard to justify failure to provide adequate
lransport facilities for these people who
have been promised such facilities for so
fonz. With regret 1 read that rail freights
and fares have of necessity Lo he inereased.
I am satisfied that an increase is unavoid-
able, owing to rising eosts, but I am not sure
that the suggested inerease is the right
amount, It may he either too small or too
large, and T am afraid the latter is the case.
I have said and repeat that the system
of ratlway hookkeeping in the past has been
such that no-one could arrive at the true
working eosts. Until we ean do that we can-
not be sure what increase is justified. Before
this increase was anncunced the railways
should have justified the existing charges.

Earlier in the session considerable eriti-
cism was levelled by the Opposition at the
Government for the sorry condition of
State finanees. That eritiecism fell some-
what flat. Most of the people in this State
appreciate—I think-—that those speakers
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had their tongues in their cheeks., The
people realise that for years—inelnding the
war years—social services and public facili-
ties had to be neglected, through lack of
funds and maintenance, and te bring them
up to a standard sufficient to meet adequate
normal requirements would involve the ex-
penditure of considerable sums by the Trea-
sury. Had Opposition members expressed
surprise at the smallness of the sum asked
for by the Government they would have re-
ceived from the people credit for having
spoken with greater honesty. They might
have suggested that the Government was
not doing as much as it could to bring
the State back to a satisfactory eondition
after the years of neglect. .

Some Llime ago I teok a deputation from
the shestie children’s parents group in
Perth to the Minister for Edueation, as
Deputy Premier.  Unfortunately there is
o considerable number of spastic children
that we know of in the metropolitan area
—and probably a large pumber that we do
not know of—besides many in the country.
The deputation requested that the Govern-
ment should provide facilities for the edu-
cation, hospitalisation and treatment of
these children, who are a problem to their
parents and will be a problem to the State
unltess something is done for them. Doe-
tor Schonell, an eminent edueaiional auth-
ority from England, and his wife who is
from the Birmingham Institute for the
treatment of spastie children, were re-
cently in this State, and will be veturning
for a short while. Mrs, Schonell, with
whom T had the privilege of having a dis-
cussion, has asreed—if it ean be arranged
—-to address a meeting of the spastic child-
ven’s pavents gronp. I am hopeful that
the Glovernment will take advantage of the
visit of this lady to Western Australia
later in the month and have a discussion
with her on the problem of these ehildren.
Their treatment iz still in the investigatory
stage. Mrs. Schonell bas a knowledge
whiech is mainly psychological.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: She is not a doctor,

M- LESLIE: No,
psychologist.

The Attorney (ieneral: She is a physio-
therapist.

Mr. LESLIE: Her knowledge of condi-

tions in both America and England would
he of value to the officers of the depart-

she is n ftrained
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ment, and a diseussion with her may give
them some direction in which they might
seek to provide for the requests of the
parents of these children, It is a subject
which merits sympathetic assistance from
every person who is fortunate enough to
be sound in wind and limb. These children
are a tremendous burden on their parents
and very offen the other children of the
family ave neglected because of it.

T tack another deputation to the Minister
on the question of the employment of
physically handieapped people. It is un-
fortunate that in our Civil Service set-up

and hecause of certuin eonditions laid down,

under the Superannuation Aet, if a man
has something wrong with his big toe and
is required to work with his fingers he is
not permitted to be employed in the State
service, Similarly, the Tramway Depart-
ment has an age limit of 35 years. This
age limit has been arbitrarily set down. I
hope that some investigation will be made
by the Minister and that he will be able to
advise me within a short time of attempts
that have heen made to overcome the diffi-
culty. We must solve the problem of
physically handicapped people in its early
stage, otherwise it will become inereasingly
diffienlt to do so. T have other matters to
refer to, but I will leave them until fthe
Estimates. I support the motion.

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [11.3]: I
had hoped that the Aecting Premier would
agree to the adjournment of the dehate, but
he is adamant in his aititude and, as a result
I have heen forced to condense my remarks.
However, in referring directly to His Excel-
leney’s speech one member spoke of it as a
colourless document. Whilst to an extent that
is true, I think, the Speech differs little from
its predecessors in recent years, I suppose
that is attributable to the fact that we are
existing under very different finaneial rela-
tionships with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, as a resnlt of which this State, as a
elaiman{ State, is being restricted in its fin-
ancial operations,

Whilst the Speech is colourless in that re-
spect, some of the remarks of members on
the Address-in-reply have introduced a great
deal of heat into the debate. Some of the
observations of members of the Opposition
and a measure of the criticism to which the
(Government has been subjeet, have been due
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to the extravagant propaganda indulged
in by certain seetions of the Government's
supporters, The subject of housing has been
the most disturbing to the commaunity be-
cause, as members know, the most constant
daily problem with which we are econfronted
is that of housing our constituents, 1 know
that is so in my distriet, and as a result of.
the clection promises people have come to
me expecting there would be overnight re-
sults,

Mr. Marshall: What about the number of
houses huilt in Middle Swan?

Mr. SHEARN: So I feel that those who
are charged, irrespective of the party to
which they belong, with the preparation of
politicul propaganda at election or other
times, should realise that they have a re-
sponsibility to the community to see that
their enunciations, even from a party point
of view, bear some resemblanee to the
actunl situation, I counsel parties on hoth
sides lo se¢ that there is less indulgence in
what I term extravagant propaganda as it
must reflect ultimately on the party itself,
to say nothing of the unfairness to the com-
munity,

I realise that the Government cannot pos-
sibly be expected to perform miracles in the
few months that it has been in office, A
Lahour Government in New South Wales
made promises which were published in the
Press during the last elections in that State,
It said that jts programme envisaged 90,000
houses over a period of three years at the
rate of 30,000 houses per year, I read
subsequently that the _actual achievement
was about 13,000 houses per year. That
Government is subjected to the same condi-
tions as this Government and so is every
other Government in Australia. They must
face up to the dire shortage of production
in relation to demand. T suggest that the
Government should concentrate on the pro-

‘duetion of materials which in turn will in-

crease the number of houses built. In some
industries today, whilst I admit there has
has been an improvement in wmechanisation,
there are still a number of employers at-
tempting to produce materials by obsolete
methods. There is still room for improve-
ment. The responsibility lies with the Gov-
ernment to see that all avenues are exploited
and that there is co-operation between the
Government, the producers and the em-
ployees in industry so that some improve-
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ment can be made during the next twelve
months. It is, otherwise, futile and mislead-
ing to expect that any improvement will be
shown.

A great deal has been said about the in-
dustrial reaction of the 40-hour week.
Doubtless much eould be claimed for and
against the principle at this particutar time
when there is an urgent need for increased
produetion but, if we are to be honest and
frank, we must agree that the workers are
entifled to a share in the improvements that
have been introdueed in relation to produe-
tion. Members will raalise that the 40-hour
week las heen introduced only after the
fullest possible examination by the appro-
priate tribunal, the Arbitration Court of
Anstralin, In view of that, surely there can
he no complaints at the introduction of the
40-hour week, but it is vp to the employer
and employee to show that even with lower
hours they recognise their responsibility to
the community and will ensure that maxi-
mum production continues. I contend that
the Government could play quite an im-
portant part in the matter and not only
encourage but faeilitate every possible move
that is being made to give effect to sug-
gestions in relation to precautionary mea-
sures.

A suggestion has often been made
in this House that greater nse should
be made by the Governnent of the encrgies
and abilities of members generally. In my
absence during the course of the debate, !
nnderstand seme such suggestion wns made
by another member, and I believe that those
sitting on either side of the House, who have
peculiar knowledge regarding various mat-
ters, could materially assist the Government
in various directions. If there is an sincerity
in our speeches—and T certainly hope there
is—cvery member is anxious to contribute,
as far as he is able, to the advancement of
the machinery of government and so in the
end to benefit the community at large.

In view of the lateness of the hour, I shall
have to serap a number of matiers to which
[ had intended to refer, but I eannot refrain
from lending my support to the idea ad-
vanced by the member for Guildford-Mid-
land with regard to the development of the
upper parts of the Swan River. With him,
T submit that the metropolitan area abounds
with highly potential recreational foreshore
areas and that, as has heen done at some
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of the ovean beaches, some practical scheme
should be embarked upon in conjunction with
the local authoritics concerned sg that those
areas could be developed more advauntage-
usly for the enjoyment of the community.
Unfortunately, over the years much of the
river frontages has been alienated by the
Crown, and I suggest the time is now oppor-
tune for ithe Government to re-survey the
alienalions and take steps to regain posses-
sion of the areas so that they may he
developed in the interests of future genera-
tions,

The question of transport has been men-
tioned frequently during the course of the
currert debate. While I do not propose to
go into details, I wish to refer particularly to
one or two matters that directly affect my
electorate. Some time ago the Minister for
Transport was good enough to assist in the
inanguration of a bus service in the dis-
triet. It is a fine service as far as it goes,
but tke terminus that has been decided upon
is one that baffles everyone inclnding thoss
operating the service. Instead of vunmning
to the point that I suggested to the Min-
ister and to the Transport Board as the most
practical one, the bus goes to within 2 few
chains of what is known as the No. 18
Inglewood tram terminus. It thus loses
considerable value and, what is more im-
portant, it deprives guite a number of
people of the opportunity to take advantage
of the service. T suggest that the Minister
take this matter np with the appropriate
body with a view to seeing that the bus ter-
minus is altered, and another fixed that will
he more appropriate and certrinly much
more useful to the residents. The terminus
I suggested was at the corner of Salis-
hury and Bowder-streets, which wonld be
about midway between the No, 18 tram stop
and the railway line. That would serve a
econsiderable number of people in the area,
which is developing very fast.

Another point I should mention eoncerns

the Guildford-road tram service which
consists of a single line for quite =a
distance. The service is not ornly slow
but most unsatisfactory. . It does naot

extend far enough into the distriet to
be ¢of the greatest use te the loeal people.
Some years ago a proposal was ndvanced
that the route should be extended to Gorrett-
road in Bayswater. I would like to see the
tram service done away with and, installed
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in its place, a diesel bus or something more
mohile and ecertainly more satizfactory than
the obsolete tram service we now have. Then
there is the service provided along Peninsula-
road where during the last two or three
years great development has taken place.

A demand exists for the extension of this
service, I have made representations on the
matter to the department and I believe the
officials realise that the time has come when
the desired improvements should be earried
out. T know thai the Minister has to deal
with many demands from other distriets, but
T eannot help notieing that only in recent
months new services have been inaugurated
in other portions of the metropolitan area
that, I suggest, are better catered for than
are the districts I have menticned. 1n the
virenmstunces, I submit I am justified in
asking the Government to consider the ex-
tensions of the transport service I have in-
dieated. ‘

There is also & matter concerning the
tailway Department affecting the bridge af
the Mavlands railway station. It has been
in g stole of disvepair for ecight or nine
vears and the exeuse made to the local gov-
erning authorities and others concerned, in-
cluding myself—1I may say that some time
arn a petition containing a thousand names
wag presented to the Minister on the mat-
ter—was that, owing to the suggestions re-
garding altering the railway mauge, nothing
c¢ould he done for the time being. Oceasion-
ally the department sends along a man who
puts in a tread or two. Our idea is that
a ramp should be installed there. As mem-
hers know, at Mavlands there is the School
for the Blind, which means that quite a
number of blind people use the train ser-
vice. Many aged persons live in the vielnity
and, as the business eentre is on one side of
the line, there is a considerable volume of
traffic at the railway station. The reply
we have received from the Commissioner of
Ratlways is to the effect that owing to the
suggested standardisstion of railway ganges
it was impracticable to do anything with the
bridge for the time being.  The district
therefore has to tolerate a bridge that
is in a had state of disrepair. Until some-
one makes up his mind regarding the stan-
dardisation of gauge problem, we shall have
to continne with the bridge as it is.

We have also made repeated representa-
tions for the provision of adequate protee-
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tion at the Caledonian-avenue railway cross-
ing. The Minister for Railways in the
Labour Government will remember my
stating at a deputation that it appeared to
me the Commissioner or some members of
his staff apparently waited until twoe or
three major accidents had oceurred at a
crossing before appropriate precautionary
measures were undertaken. The Commis-
sioner took cxception to that and said it
was not so. He is perfectly entitled to his
own opinion, but I think members know that
what I stated is quite correct.

Certainly, the invariable experience is
that a copsiderable number of acecidents
have to take place, sometimes with fatal
results, before the department adopts mea-
sures to provide protection, I urge upon the
Minister, before any fatal accidents occur al
this partieular ecrossing, that something
be done about it, It is not as though any
major expenditure is invelved, but it is a
case of the protection of human life. The
one or two mechanical problems that it has
been stated have to be dealt with, should
not prevent the work being carried out,
As a matter of fact, T have been told by
an cwployee of the department, whose name
I cannot divulge for obvious reasons, that
the expenditure ineurred would be very
small and that nothing intrieate is involved
in providing the necessary protection.
The attitude I bave indicaied scems to
be that of the depariment and the officials
are not anxious to depart from it. How-
cver, I Jook to the Minister to do sornething
about it.

I should have liked to say a good deal
about the proposals for the control of rents
and land sales, but at this late hoii it is
searcely opportane to do so. 1 noticed
in the Press that there is to be some divis-
ion of adininistrative authority, and I regret
that the Government has not resolved to
place these important econfrols under the
jurisdiclion of one Minister. As one who
knows something of the ramifications in-
volved in order to secure the satisfactory
management of matters of this sort, I sug-
gest thab the two things are so closely allied
as to he almost inseparable and this makes
it most desirable that they should be placed
under the eontrol of one Minister,

The Acting Premier: This is the system
that prevailed under the Commonwealth for
many years,
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Mr. SHEARN: That may be so, but I
consider that it is imperative to have these
two malters controlled by one head and
that there ean be no success attendant on
the administration of these regulations for
the control of vents and land sales unless
the two are thus closely allied. I shall be
intorested to hear, when the Minister replies
to the debate, exactly what progress has
been made regarding the matters I have
raised. .

BSome referencée has heen made to the
Government’s intentions as to the en-
couragement of tourist traffic.  Although
the time may not be opportune to commenee
any full-seale tourist drive, I seggest that
the Government should explore the possi-
bilities that exist here, just as the Queens-
land Government has done in that State,
Thousands of tourists have gone from the
colder elimate of Vietoria to enjoy the
winter in Queensland, and I believe that
there is an opportunity to attract tourists
here, sceing that we have a similar winter
. temperature and equal attractions. I would
instance the success that has attended the
catering for this traffic by Trans Australian
Airlines, which department has adopted the
slogan, “Fly to Sunny Queensland.”

Air transport has been developed to such
an extent as to permit business and other
men of the Eastern States spending their
vacation here. Queensland, in eommon with
the other States, has its housing problem,
but nevertheless it attracted and was able
to accommodate thousands of visitors from
the southern States. Members may recall
that last vear we had some 800 visitors to
attend various conferences and, though it
is true that some of them were accommo-
dated privately, the fact remains that they
were successfully accommodated and that
they spent money here and, what is equally
important, were enabled to form impres-
sions of this State. Travel, like any com-
modity, has to be sold to the public. We
should therefore fully explore this oppor-
tunity because I believe the field is equally
open to us as it is to Queensland.

Before leaving this subjeet, I think the
Government might well investigate the ad-
visableness of apening an office in Adelaide
to deal with tourist traffic,c, When I was
last in the Melhourne office, I found a young
lady almost hidden away in a corner of a
building that was not at all aftraetive and
working in the least possible amount of

M

space. If we are going to aftraet tourists,
that siate of affaivs should be remedied. I
took the opportunity to visit our liaison
officer in Melbourne and found that his
oftice was ahout the least presentable place
one could imagine. It is certainly a poor
advertisement for our State. The member
for Northam, when Minister, appointed thig
officer and I consider that he is doing a
remarkably good job for this State. T met
many manufacfurers and other businessmen
and learnt that he had contacted them and
wius respected by them. He should be pro-
vided with an office which will give people
vigiting it a better impression of our com-
mereiel instinets. The present office would
certainly he a disgrace to any private firm
and we look for something better for a
State office. I hope the Government will
take early steps to secure an office com-
mensurate with the importance of the busi-
ness that has to be transacted.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
affects one of the most important undertak-
ings we have in this State, namely the
Eleetricity Commission. The observations
I am about to make-have arisen from repre-
sentations made to me last week by a num-
ber of employees of the Commission. My
information is that, following the recent
retirement of the General Manager, Mr.
Taylor, the members of the staff were of-
ficially advised by the Chairman of the
Commission—that would be Mr. Dumas—
that as he would often be absent on other
important duties, future directions and
operations were to he undertaker by Mr.
¥. C. Edmondson, also a member of the
Commission, and by the way, General Man-
ager of the Perth City Council Eleetricity
end Gas Department.

In view of this somewhat unorthodox
arrangement, I should like to know whether
this appointment, temporary no doubt, has
been sanctioned by the Minister in control
and, if so, whether he took the opportunity
to satisfy himself that there was no senior
officer employed in the system or elsewhere
in the Public Service who was capable of
assuming managerial control pending the
appointment of a sueccessor te Mr. Taylor.

The Minister for Works: T suppose yon
realise that Mr. Edmondson is a member
of the Commission.

Mr. SHEARN: I have already said that
he is. 1 itake it that this will be merely a
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temporary appointment, and will continue
only until a suecessor to Mr. Taylor, who
retired from the service some weeks ago, is
appointed. I wish to make it quite clear
that I am not raising any question what-
ever as to the capabilities of Mr. Edmond-
son. Quite the contrary! I point ont, how-
ever, that to me it seems extraordinary
that a coneern involving a ecapital of
£5,000,000 of public money should be vir-
tually handed over to the control of a man
who 1is the department's biggest eus-
tomer. The situation, as I view if, in-
volves a wvital prineiple affecting publie
service promotions. There may be some
good rcason for that, but it is not apparent
on the surface, No doubt the Minister
will in due course explain the position as
an important principle is involved, one
which affects the promotion of public ser-
vants,

The Minister for Works: Where did yon
happen to sce what you are just referring
to? 1 mean the appointment.

Mr. SHEARXN: I think I spoke loud
enough for the AMinister to hear. I told
him that a number of employces had ae-
quainted me with this position. T shall read
their exact wo:ds, so that the Minister will
not be misinformed—

That the staff were officially advised by the
chairman of the Commission—

I presume Mr. Dumas—

—that as he would be often absent on other
important duties, future directions and opera-
tions were to be undertaken by Mr. F. C.
Edmondsgon, :

The Minister for Works: Mr. Edmond-
son is af present only aeting as deputy
chairman of the Commission. He is not the
general manager of the Comrission.

Mr, SHEARN: I might be somewhat un-
sophisticated, but I put it to the Minister
that when men are told that future direc-
tions and operation are to be undertaken
by Mr. Edmondson, does that not mean he
is in complete managerial control? If not,
I evidently should have another look at the
dictionary.

The Minister for Works: Yon may please
yourself on that point. Ne such appoint-
ment has been made.

Mr. SHEARN: I am asking the question.

The Minisfer for Works: I am telling
you that no such appointment has been
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made and that the information passed on
to you is wrong.

Mr. SHEARN: I can prove to the Min-
ister that I made the statement I did with
a full sense of responsibility, I am not
prepared to make hearsay statements. If
the Minister wants the information authen-
tieated, I will get it for him. What I tell
him is perfectly true.

The Minister for Works: It is true that
you have been told it by somebody.

Mr. SHEARN: T tell the Minister that
I will produce the evidence.

The Minister for Works: That will be
very interesting to me.

Mr. SHEARN: The Minister is out of
toueh with what is happening.

The Minister for Works: Do you think
I am out of touch?

Mr. SHEARN : I ask the Minister whether
he can explain. 1 am quite impersonal as
far as Mr. Edmondson is concerned, but he
is in charge of an instrumentality involv-
ing £5,000,000 of the State’s money and it
is virtually being handed over to the con-
sumers.

Hon. A. R. . Hawke: Could the Minis-
ter tell ns who is at present in charge of the
East Perth power house?

Mr. SHEARN: I was intending to ask
that question. I am salisfied with the vera-
eity of my information and I would ask the
Minister to tell us, by way of interjection,
who is the manager,

The Minister for Works: T will give him
the information in my own way, It is that
T have ahsoluiely nothing whatever to do
with the City of Perth Electricity and Gas
Depariment.

Mr. SHEARN: I have not suggested that.

The Minister for Works: Therefore I am
not in a position to authorise any appoint-
ment,

Mr. SHEARN: I presume the Minister
knows who is managing it at present.
. The Minister for Works: Do you under-
stand that I am not concerned about that
and am not in a position to speak with an-
thority regarding that department, as 1
have nothing whatever to do with it?

Mr. SHEARN: It is no use the Minister
trying to evade a direct question which I
put to him. He mterrupted me, which T pre-
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sume he has a right to do, even if not so
permitied by the Standing Orders, and I
now ask him to say, by way of interjeetion,
who is the manager. Does the Minister know
who is the manager of the State Electricity
Commission ¢

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Who is managing
the East Perth power house?

Mr. SHEARN: Who is giving directions
and orders to the men on the job proceeding
at South Fremantle?

The Minister for Works: T will answer
in respeet of undertakings over which I
have authority; but I will not answer ques-
tions in connection with the City of Perth
electricity department.

Mr, SHEARN: Will the Minister tell me
now who is at present managing the State
Electricity Commission?

The Minister for Works: Why, Mr.
Dumas, of course. You were alleging that
it was someone else, were you not$

Mr. SHEARN: The Minister has been a
member of this House much longer than
1. I have the greatest possible respect for
his political astuteness, but I am eoncerned
with faets. Political astuteness does not
answer my question. All T can say is that
I belicve there is a growing tendency—u
dangerous and undesirable tendency—to
overlond Government executive officers with
& multiplicity of duties, any one of which
is sufficient to ocenpy his whole time. Why
is not something done in this respect? No
commereial venture, soundly run, would as-
sign to one of its responsible officers so many
duties,. For instance, consider the State
Housing Commission! We have capable
and estimable men econdueting its affairs, but,
after all, they are only human, and I con-
tend that the duties of any one of the other
offices held by those men are sufficient for
him to perform. This is a matter which the
Government should tackle, so that these men
may be given an opportunity to discharge
their duties in a manner satisfactory to the
State. I soggest that Mr. Dumas is con-
siderably overloaded with work. His duties
as Director of Public Works are quite enough
to occupy one hundred per cent. of his time,
vet he is ealled on to manage our huge
Rlectricity Commission.

Whilst speaking on disagreeable subjects,
I shall say a word or two about the Milk
Board, I personally am pleased, as I have
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no doubt other members are, that the Gov-
ernment has decided, following on the de-
plorable condition in which the ecommunity
found itself some time ago, to overhaul the
legislation dealing with the produetion and
distribution of milk. Although I deplore the
attitude of the rotailers, in plain fairness it
may be said tha{ the statements made by
the Honorary Minister for Agriculture and
the Premier were not only conflicting, but
also not in eonsonanee with their responsi-
bilities. The Premier said in one of his
statements that the matter had nothing ta
do with the Government; it was one entirely
for the Milk Board. From a statutory point
of view, one could argue in that way; but
surely, in the final analysis, it is the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility to ensure a constant
supply of so essential a food as milk,

It is an evasion of its responsibility for
the Government to say that the matter is
not its eoncern. T therefore hope that the
legislative proposals which the Government
has in mind will ensure that we shall have
no repetition of what recently ocenrred. I
think it is public property that the Milk
Board is not distinguished for its harmony,
but rather for its lack of co-operation. T
recently read a statement made by the chair-
man dealing with one aspect of the industry
and later I read another statement by a
member of the board. Both of these state-
ments were diametrieally opposed to each
other. That clearly shows there is no uni-
formity of poliey in the board itself. That
being so, how can the community expect to
receive reasonable consideration? Im ovdeor
that there shall be no mistake about the
position of the retnilers, for whom I hold
no particular brief, I propose to quote one
or two points that were given to me in rela-
tion ‘o their case. My information is that
the Commissioner’s finding was made law
on the 1st February, 1948. This was to pay
the producer an extra 6d. per gallon in lieu
of the smbsidy which had expired. The 8d.
was obtained as follows:—4d. per gallon
inerease to the consumer; 2d. reduetion in
the distribution margin.

This met with an immediate protest from
the vendors. Approaches were made to the
Milk Board without avail. Audited figures
from eight vendors were presented to the
board on the 22nd May, 1948, which proved
that the existing margin was inadeqnate,



T4

The vendors then had a deputation to the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture at which
Mr. Stannard was present; but without re-
sult. On the Gth July, the vendors had a
deputation to the Premier and delivered
an ultimatum that, if ne relief were granted,
delivery would cease in seven days. On the
7th July, the Honorary Minister for Agri-
culture had headlines in the “Daily News,”
and stated that if retailers were fo cease
delivery, the public would not go short of
milk as the Government had a seeret plan.
Deliveries did cease on the 13th July and
there was no milk available except to
hospitals, where services were main-
tained by the vendors themselves, I under-
stand that with regard to the 11d. margin,
this was 13 per cent. less than that fixed by
the Milk Board and Prices Branch in Oeto-
her, 1942, six years ago.

1 consider that both the board and the
{iovernment showed bad tactics in this mat-
ter; otherwise a sbtrike could have been
averted. My information is that these men
presented their case to the board; and be-
ecause Mr. Stannard—who, by the way,
seems to constitute the board—decided their
fipures were wrong, he said there was
nothing to be done about it. All sorts of
appeals were made with a view to the ease
of these men being impartially investigated,
hut this was refused. They have no inde-
pendent tribunal to which to submit the
facts. When workers cannot agree with
their employver over any aspect of their
emplovinent, involving wagzes or conditions,
they have a tribunal to which they can ap-
peal. I wonder in what position they wounld
find themselves if that were nof so!

The Acting Premier: You set ap this
trihunal with the vest of us. Parliament
apreed to the establishment of the Milk
Board,

Mr, SHEARN: To me it was cxtra-
ordinary that Mr. Stannard should have
been appointed a Royal Commissioner to
investigate this industry. I read somewhere
that he said these men were making exor-
bitant profits, If that is so, what has he
done in the way of trying to have leglisla-
tion introdured to curb those extravagant
profits? Nothing was done in that connee-
tion, so we should not blame the men bunt
the system. I am not admibling that the
‘position is as Mr. Stannard stated; but if
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it is, the board and the Glovernment are to
bl_ame.

Mr. May: What happened about the
secret plan?

Mr. SHEARN: Out of consideration for
the staff and for you, Mr, Speaker, as well
as other members, I do not propose at this
late hour to speak at length on other mat-
ters with which I had intended to deal. But
I do want to say a word or two ahout the
Titles Office. This is an instrumentality the
importance of which is immediately appar-
ent to all members, I have before me the
report of the Registrar which points out
that—

The wvalue of properties transferred to the
30th June, 1948, was £9,000,000 and mort-
gages were registercd to sccure amounts totul-
ling more than £10,000,000.

The accommodation for staff purposes is
inadequate, and that available to the publie
is altogether insufficient. The stornge space
for certificntes of title and documents las
nearly reached its limits, ond the provision of
a more snitable building will be essential in
the very near futurc.

_ The drafting and computing work iy still
in arrcar, and until qualified draftsmen are
available the present conditions will continue,

I want to draw attention to the unfair
conditions under which the highly skilled
staff ol thiz office, who are cnirusted with
the most important aspect of our cconomic
life—our securitics—have to work.  Apart
from that, there is the grave injustice to
which the eommercial community and the
public pencrally are being subjected owing
to the inadequacy of the accommeodation and
lack of sufficient officers. I do not expect
the Government to produce miracles over-
night; hut 1 would urge the Attorney Gen-
eral, who has had considerable experience
of conveyancing, to have a look at the eondi-
tions under which these men are working, if
he has not already done so, I wonder what
Dr, Cook has been deing to permit some of
those conditions to prevail! They provide
breeding grounds for all sorts of diseases,
and are not conducive to 100 per cent. effi-
ciency on the part of those employed there.
If a private employer required people lo
work under sueh circumstances, be would be
faced with all sorts of repercussions. The
community is being seriously inconveni-
enced, too, beenuse of lack of skilled staff,
and [ urge the Minister and the Government
to do something about the matter,
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I feel that as a community we shounld have
the same elarity of thought and singleness of
purposc that prevailed in the wap years in
regard 1o our problems. If we had that out-
look, thase problems would be readily solved.
And we cap get it. One after the other,
members have risen and offered assistance to
the Government.
ahout Communism, that I do not propose to
weury the House by discussing that matter;
but 1 do want to say that when we speak
about communists we should remember
that we, too, have some responsibility in this
community; and we have no right to ahuse
any section of the people—be they com-
munists or otherwise—unless we are politi-
cally honest with one another and are mak-
ing our individnal and ecollective eontribu-
tion towards the betterment of conditions.

The member for Victoria Park and I are
in a4 most invidious position.- We bave been
subjected by members in this House to
almost insulting epithets because we have en-
devoured to be of some assistance to the
Government and, in turn, to the community.
When, under those conditions, we have
a man like the president of the Liberal
Party having the effrontery, after the
last Victorian elections, to say, “These
Independents have got power altogether be-
vond their responsibility,” I would like to
point out to him that it is about time
he himself acgnired a sense of polifical
respoensibility. It was positive effrontery
on his part to say what he did in
view of the fact that the very Gov-
ernment he supports in this State was ask-
ing two Independents—the member for Vie-
toria Park and myself—who receive no
emoluments at all, to earry equnal responsi-
bility with that Government in the interests
of the community. TUnlike him, the member
for Victoria Park and I have endeavoured
to stand up ta that obligation. So far, I do
not find that Mr. Downing has appeared to
raise himself to that standard of politieal
prestige.

So I warn him, and those associated with
any politieal” party, that when they iry to
put over cheap jibes like that, they should
remember they are tannting members to do
things which, if they were on as low a plane,
they might he tempted to do. T add, in
conclusion, that the member for Vietoria
Park and I will at all times endeavour to
carry oul our duty to the community as we

So nminch bas been said-
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sve it, even though our doing so does not
please members of the Opposition or the
Goverament. If all of us do that this ses-
sion and in suecceeding sessions, eccmmunists
will ultimately disappear from this country,
and members of the public who are looking
to Communism for their salvation will regain
some of the respect they formerly had for
politica]l parties.

On motion by the Aeting Premier, debate
adjourned,

PRIVILEGE—NEWSPAPER
STATEMENT.

Announcement by BLr. Speaker.

My, SPEAKER: Referring to the matter
of privilege raised by the members for Avon
and Beverley when they yecited offensive and
untrue statements about Parliament from an
article in the “Workers’ Star,” I wish to an-
nour.ce that the tickets of admission pro-
posed to be issued to reporters from the
“Werkers' Star” to the Press gallery have
heen cancelled.

House adjourncd at 11.49 p.m,

Tegislative Cormeil.

Thursday, 2nd September, 1948.
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